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^he 0$€ummel (^family 

of furtwangen, Germany 


A draft dated September, 2003, served as a be- - 
jfL ginning for this manuscript, but many of the M 
statements in that draft have been proven wrong. 

Much additional material including new and 
historical pictures , have been added. The author 
made a trip to Furtwangen in Germany in Sep¬ 
tember ; 2003, spending two weeks gathering ma¬ 
terial and more than 400 photographs. 

The thoughtfulness and hospitality of two 
cousins made, my days and evenings very produc¬ 
tive. Cousin Ethild Schlagewr and her brother 
Manfred Kaiser, took me on tours of the Black 
Forest (the Schwarzwald), guided me to special 
places, and allowed me to photograph many of 
their personal family pictures. Cousin Veronika 


Switzerland (whose 80th birthday was in Novem¬ 
ber, 2003), joined us in Furtwangen and shared 
other family pictures with me. 

'HE Hummel Family has had members 
living in the Black Forest of Germany 
for at least 500 years, and probably for sev¬ 
eral centuries earlier. While there have been 
many hundreds, if not thousands of people 
descended from this family, the focus of 
this book is on those descended from a 
painter and harp-maker, JAKOB 
HUMMEL, horn 1818 and died 1870 As 
long as members of this family are living 
and producing more descendants, a book 
such as this is never finished. But if we arc 
to honor the memory of those who have 
gone before, we must at least make a start. 
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The Beginnings 

A FTER the decline and fall of the Roman Empire, a cloak of 
darkness descended over much of Europe. Here and there, 
brotherhoods of priests carried on the traditions of the Catho¬ 
lic Church, while kingdoms rose and fell, and the peasants eked out a 
living on lands belonging to a variety of duchies, baronies, and other 
rulers. These were the Dark Ages. Rivalries were settled with war, and 
the peasants did the fighting. 

The area that is now southwest Germany, along with that part of 
Switzerland north of the Alps and even part of Austria were in the Duchy 
of Swabia, or Alemania. Lake Constance, where archeologists have 
found evidence of pile buildings from 2000 B.C. and a Roman fortifi¬ 
cation from the Third Century A.D., was named after a Fourth Century 
Roman Emperor, Constantius. Ancient cloisters were outposts of civi¬ 
lization in the mountains and forests of southwest Germany. 

One such monastery was St. Peter, then and now a village north 
of the Bodensee, or Lake Constance. From there, about the year 1100 
A.D., settlers moved north into the Black Forest and founded the little 
town of Neukirch. With a population now of about 1,000 people, 
Neukirch is 5 kilometers southwest from Furtwangen. 

Neukirch was the birthplace of the earliest member of the Hummel 
family that we’ve been able to identify: LORENZ HUMMEL, bom about 
1602. By tracing marriages into the family, we can go back to KLAUS 
ROMBACH, bom about 1480 in Neukirch, and his wife MAGDELENA 
KIRNER, bom about 1480 in St. Peter. 
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Klaus Rombach, 1480 

K LAUS ROMBACH was bom about 1480 in 
Neukirch, According to Aus der Geschichte 
von Neukirch by Klaus Weber, he was the third farmer/ 
owner of Neukirch Farm #4, Klauscnhof, from 1540 
to 1564. About 1512 he married MAGDALENA 
KIRNER, who was bom about 1480 in St. Peter. 

The farms around Neukirch were both named and 
numbered. Their history is recounted in Aus der 
Geschichte von Neukirch or History of N eukirch, 
which is available on microfilm from family history cen¬ 
ters of the Church of the Latter Day Saints. The book, 
in German, is on LDS Film 1183550, History of 
Neukirch. We have used the information extracted 
from this book by David Dale of Sydney, Australia, 
who is descended from the Faller line of Neukirch. 

Among the nine children of KLAUS ROMBACH 
and MAGDALENA KIRNER was a daughter, 
MARIA ROMBACH, bom about 1518 in Neukirch. 


Maria Rombach, 1518 

M ARIA ROMBACH was married about 1550 
to HANS MARK, who was born about 1530. 
We do not know the occupation of HANS MARK, 
but it was likely related to agriculture and animal hus¬ 
bandry, the principal activities in Neukirch even to¬ 
day. We note a 12-year difference between the ages 
of MARIA ROMBACH and HANS MARK. Even 
landowners were subject to conscription for the many 
wars that swept through Baden, and eligible bachelors 
were hard to find. 



St. Peter was ail early cloister, located in the southern part 
of the Schwarzwald. Neukirch was settled from here. 


We know of only one child from the marriage of 
MARIA ROMBACH and HANS MARK. This was 
VERONIKA MARK, bom about 1550. 

Veronika Mark, 1550 

V ERONIKA MARK married into a widespread 
farming family, the Faller clan. She was bom 
about 1550 in Neukirch. In about 1574 she married 
THEIS FALLER, also bom about 1550 in Neukirch. 
Over a 20-year period they would have 12 children, 
all bom in Neukirch. 

It was the practice at this time in Germany to show 
the wife’s family origin by adding “in” to her maiden 
name. Thus in the Neukirch records she was 
VERONIKA MARCKHIN. 


Theis Faller, 1550 

T HEIS FALLER was the youngest child of 
THOMANN FALLER and GERTRUD 
DUFFNER. THOMANN FALLER was bom about 
1500, and married before 1540 to GERTRUD 
DUFFNER, who was also bom about 1500. 

The interior of the church at St. Peter is the product of 
centuries of artwork and loving care by the brothers who 
lived in this remote cloister in Swabia. 
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In England and elsewhere, the practice of pri¬ 
mogeniture meant that the eldest son inherited the lands, 
title, and the family fortune. It was just the opposite in 
Baden, where the youngest son was apt to inherit the 
land. 

THOMANN FALLER had been the third 
farmer/owner of Neukirch Farm #1, Ober- 
fallengrundhof, before 1540. His youngest son, 
THEISS FALLER, appears to have inherited Ober- 
fallengrundhof and became the fourth farmer/owner. 

THEIS FALLER appears to have been a busy 
man. In addition to the farm at Oberfallengrundhof, 
he apparently rented two other tracts. One was in an 
area called the Langengrund, and the other was near 
Giitenbach, owned by the Glitenbach overseers at 
Waldkirch, northeast of Freiburg. 

THEIS FALLER married VERONIKA 
MARK about 1574. Their tenth child, son JAKOB 
FALLER, was born about 1592 in Neukirch. 
THEISS FALLER died about 1602, naming 
VERONIKA as widow and farm wife. 

JAKOB FALLER was the seventh farmer/ 
owner of Neukirch Farm #7, Kimerhof, from 1618 to 
1663. On February 20,1618, he married ROSINA 
WAGNER, who was bom about 1587 in Neukirch. 


Gertrud Duffner, 1500 

G ERTRUD DUFFNER was bom about1500, not 
long after Columbus discovered America. She 
was married before 1540 to THOMANN FALLER, 
who as third farmer/owner operated Ober¬ 
fallengrundhof from before 1540 to 1564. We do not 
know her origins. Their son, THEISS FALLER, car¬ 
ried on the family line. 

Rosina Wagner, 1587 

R OSINA WAGNER was bom about 1587 in 
Neukirch. We do not know her parents. She 
married twice, first to CASPAR KIRNER, who died 
about 1617. She had two children from that mar¬ 
riage. She then married JAKOB FALLER on Febru¬ 
ary 20,1618. The first of five children bom of this 
marriage was MARIA JAKOBEA FALLER, bom 
about 1619 in Neukirch. All of the children of her 
second marriage were girls. CASPAR KIRNER’S fa¬ 
ther had operated Kirnerhof before 1600, and 
CASPAR KIRNER had operated from 1611 to 1617. 
It became JAKOB FALLER’S farm when he mar¬ 
ried ROSINA WAGNER in 1618. The daughter, 
MARIA JAKOBEA FALLER, married LORENZ 
HUMMEL on June 29,1638. 


Neukirch today is a 
small town of perhaps 
1,000, and is con¬ 
sidered a part of Furt- 
wangen. In the fore¬ 
ground is the church 
cemetery, which only 
goes back perhaps 50 
years, since the plots 
are recycled and used 
again for later buri¬ 
als. The church itself, 
St. Andreas, burned in 
the 1970s and was re¬ 
built in 1978. 
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Lorenz Hummel, 1602 

HE appearance of LORENZ HUMMEL in the 
History of Neukirch provides the first reference 
we’ve found for the Hummel family that concerns us. 
Bom in about 1602 in Neukirch, he became the eighth 
fanner/owner of Neukirch Farm #5, Vogthansenhof. 

He farmed Vogthansenhof from 1635 to 1679, 
leaving just a few years before his death on January 
15,1685 in Neukirch. His wife died March 6,1670. 

LORENZ HUMMEL had already assumed the 
role of farmer/owner of Vogthansenhof when he mar¬ 
ried MARIA JAKOBEA FALLER on June 29,1636. 
Their 12 children were bom over a 25-year period, 
from BARTLE HUMMEL in 1640 to MARIA 
HUMMEL in 1665. 

The second child of the marriage of LORENZ 
HUMMEL and MARIA JAKOBEA FALLER was 
MATHAUS HUMMEL, bom August 4, 1641 in 
Neukirch. 

Mathaus Hummel, 1641 

ATIJAUS HUMMEL became the eighth 
farmer/owner of Neukirch Fami #3, Burghof, 
from 1679 to 1711. He went a few kilometers down 
the valley, past Hexenlochmuhle to Gutenbach to find 
a wife in February, 1667, MARGARETHA 
LOEFFLER. They married Febru ary 20,1667. 

She was the daughter of MATHAUS 
LOEFFLER and MARIA BEHA, both of Gutenbach. 
MATHAUS LOEFFLER was bom about 1613, and 
MARIA BEHA was bom June 27,1621. MARIA 
BEHA was the daughter of JOACHIM BEHA and 
EVA FALLER, both bom about 1595 in Gutenbach. 

There was a family connection between the 
Flummels of Neukirch and people in Gutenbach, al¬ 
though we do not know what it was. Before he mar¬ 
ried MARIA BEHA, MATHAUS LOEFFLER had 
married ANNA HUMMEL, daughter of THEIS 
HUMMEL and CATHERINE FALLER, both bom 
about 1581. THEJS HUMMEL was born in 
Gutenbach, and CATHERINE FALLER was bom in 
Neukirch. ANNA HUMMEL and MATHAUS 
LOEFFLER were married June 27, 1638 in 
Gutenbach, and ANNA HUMMEL died April 18, 
1642. A year later MATHAUS LOEFFLER married 
MARIA BEHA, on June 9,1642 in Gutenbach. 



The cemetery at St. Andreas Church in Neukirch contains a 
memorial to local men who died in two world wars. Beyond is 
the business center of Neukirch, hotel and restaurant. 


Maria Beha, 1621 

ARIA BEHA came from a family that had been 
in Gutenbach for many years. Her father, 
JOACHIM BEHA, was the sixth farmer/owner of 
Gutenbach Farm #2, Untereckhof, from 1613 to 1655. 
I suspect that Untereckhof lies down the mountain from 
Neu-Eck, which is on the west side of the divide be¬ 
tween the Rhine and Donau watersheds, at the junc¬ 
tion of the roads from Neukirch and Gutenbach lead¬ 
ing to Furtwangen. 

JOACHIM BEHA was bom about 1595 in 
Gutenbach, son of OSCHWALD BEHA and 
MARGARETHA KIRNER. He married EVA 
FALLER about 1619 in Gutenbach, and MARIA 
BEHA was the second of five children. 

OSCHWALD BEHA was bom about 1560 
in Gutenbach. His parents were HANS BEHA, bom 
about 1520 in Gutenbach, and ANNA 
SCHWOERER, also bom about 1520. They were 
married about 1588. ANNA SCHWOERER and 
HANS BEHA had 11 children. OSCHWALD BEHA 
was the fifth farmer/owner of Gutenbach Farm #2, 
Untereckhof, from about 1588 to 1613. 

JOACHIM BEFIA, as the youngest son of 
three children, stood to inherit Untereckhof from his 
father. HANS BEHA, father of OSCHWALD BEHA, 
had held the same farm as fourth farmer/owner from 
about 1564 to 1588. Thus father, son and grandson 
owned and operated Untereckhof continuously for 91 
years. 
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Lorenz Hummel, 1692 

T HERE were three people with the name 
LORENZ HUMMEL bom in Seventeenth Cen¬ 
tury Baden, at least three that we know about. First 
there was LORENZ HUMMEL bom about 1602 in 
Neukirch. There was an infant LORENZ HUMMEL, 
bom July 5, 1683 in Neukirch; he died about 1684. 
Then there was LORENZ HUMMEL who was bom 
July9,1692 in Neukirch. 

The LORENZ HUMMEL who was bom about 
1602 married MARIA JAKOBEAFALLER, and their 
second child was MATHAUS HUMMEL, born Au¬ 
gust 4,1641 in Neukirch. MATHAUS HUMMEL 
married MARGARETHA LOEFFLER on February 
20,1667 in Gutenbach. Their eighth child, no doubt 
named after his grandfather, was LORENZ 
HUMMEL, born July 9,1692 inNeukirch. 

This LORENZ HUMMEL marled twice, first to 
BARBARA LOEFFLER of Neukirch. She was bom 
about 1688 in Neukirch. She was a sister of GEORG 
LOEFFLER from Muckenhofin St. Peter. They had 
nine children from 1712 to 1731. BARBARA 
LOEFFLER died December 14,1742 inNeukirch. 

LORENZ FTUMMEL, who was the ninth fanner/ 
owner of Neukirch Farm #3, Burghof, married again 
on June 4,1743. His second wife was KATHARINA 
FBI 1 REN BACH, and they had two more children. 
The youngest, a fourth to be named LORENZ 
HUMMEL, was christened August 1,1747. 

The LORENZ HUMMEL who was bom 1692 
died March 27, 1779. His second wife, KATHA¬ 
RINA FEHRENBACH, died December 27,1774. 


Ans der Geshichte von Neukirch 

f VIIS book, sub til led Hdfchronik einer 
Schwarzwaldgemeinde, was published in 
1968. Written by Klaus Weber, with a forward 
by Burgermeister Ai(red Diiger and illustrated' 
by Karl Friedrich Kimer, this is a history of the 
farms surrounding Neukirch and their owners. 
In German , it lists each of the farms by number 
and each successive fanner/owner. Taken from 
the church records of Neukirch, it also lists 
births, marriages, children and deaths over a 
two-hundred year period. . A microfilm, LDS ■ 
1183550 , can be ordered at Family History 



Lorenz Hummel, 1747 

R ECORDS elsewhere tell us that LORENZ 
HUMMEL, the fourth to hear that name , was 
bom inNeukirch in 1747, and moved sometime later 
to die larger village of Schonwald, some 10 miles north 
of Furtwangen. We do not know the occupation of 
LORENZ HUMMEL, but certainly the larger village 
of Schonwald offered more opportunities for him. He 
may have been a clock-maker; his brother was a shoe¬ 
maker. And while we know the names of his two 
wives, we do not know where he was first married. 


St. Andreas Catholic Church in Neukirch. 


The Neukirch records show that LORENZ 
HUMMELmanied GERTRUD KALTENBACH on 
May 8,1775. Records in the church at Schonwald 
date the marriage as taking place in November, 1783. 
There were Kaltembachs aplenty in both Neukirch 
and in Schonwald. Further research will probably tell 
us where this GETRUD KALTENBACH was bom. 


Interior of St. Andreas Church at Neukirch, built 1978. 
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The Schonwald Archives 

HE small Catholic church that serves the town of 
Schonwald maintains a library for its members 
and has archives of family history. Here we found 
copies of records reaching back as far as November, 
1783, when LORENZ HUMMEL married 
GERTRUD KALTENBACH. 

In September, 2003, the library was open only 
between the hours of 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m, and 
only on Thursdays. We were most fortunate to be in 
Schonwald on that day. The volunteeer who looks 
after the library was most cooperative, despite an al¬ 
most complete language barrier. 


t 



The Catholic church at Schonwald, the town where Jakob 
Hummel was born in 1818. 

The library is located in the basement of the 
priest’s home. Family history records are written on 
large file cards, kept alphabetically by surname. We 
were also given several pages of abtracts on the 
Hummel family history, taken from these files or from 
the original records—which are probably stored in die 
Abbey of St. George. The abstracts were compiled 
April 9,1934. 


Gertrud Kaltenbach 

E think that LORENZ HUMMEL moved to 
Schonwald sometime before his marriage to 
GERTRUD KALTENBACH. The Kaltenbach sur¬ 
name is common in the Schonwald area even today. 

In an abstract dated April 14,1791, LORENZ 
HUMMEL was identified as a tradesman in 
Schonwald, probably related to clock-making. 

According to the church archives at 
Schonwald, LORENZ HUMMEL and GERTRUD 
KALTENBACH had six children: 

1. HELENA HUMMEL, whose birthdate is 
unknown at this time. She is said to have married 
KASPER WINTERMANCHEL. 

2. ISIDOR HUMMEL, bom March 30, 
1783, and died November 11,1857. He married 
WALBURGA K1ENZLER June 17,1812. He sub¬ 
sequently, on June 2, 1816, married ANNA BAR¬ 
BARA BIRKLE. (Note that ISIDOR’S birthdate is 
some 7 months earlier than his parents’ marriage date.) 

3. KLARA HUMMEL was bom August 8, 

1785 and in 1814 she married JACOB WEHRLE. 

4. FRANCISCUS HUMMEL was bom in 

1786 and died August 8, 1800, 

5. SILVESTER HUMMEL was bom De¬ 
cember 30, 1788. 

6. ANASTASIAHUMMEL was bom April 
14, 1791 and died November 17, 1865. She mar¬ 
ried twice, first on April 8, 1823 to GABRIEL 
KALTENBACH and then on July 10,1839shemar- 
riedTHOMAS MARK. ANASTASIAHUMMEL 
was the mother of JAKOB HUMMEL. 


Lineage of Gertrud Kaltenbach 

f J liE Schonwald archives may show more of 
1 the lineage of Gertrud Kaltenbach, but only 
from the male side. And given the large number 
of Ka! ten backs in the area and the frequent use 
of the same given names over and over it may 
he impossible to trace her parentage, Ike 
Schonwald records do indicate, that she was 
born in 1746, and died February 23, 1796. The 
cemeteries in this area have limited space , and 
burial plots are used again and again, so no 
information was available from a headstone . 
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Theresia Schwer 

ERTRUD KALTENBACH died in February, 
1796. Finding another wife to help with the chil¬ 
dren was a matter of some urgency, since LORENZ 1 S 
youngest child, ANASTASIA, was not yet five years 
old, and a mother’s care was needed. 

Thus LORENZ HUMMEL and THERESIA 
SCHWER were soon married. Daughter of JOSEF 
SCHWER and CHRISTINA ESCHLE, she was bom 
January 22,1762. She died March 3,1839. There 
were three children bom of this mamage: 

1. PAULUS HUMMEL, bom March 8,1797 
and died July 18,1839. On June 8,1824, he married 
ANNA MARIA ESCHLE. 

2. FIDELIS HUMMEL, bom April 16,1799 
and died November 12,1881. On May 17,1826 he 
married MARI JOSEFA KETTERER. 

3. MARIA HUMMEL, bom January 6,1801, 
and died May 7,1861 

We can assume that ANASTASIAHUMMEL 
came to regard THERESIA SCHWER as more than 
just a step-mother, as she was the only mother she 
knew throughout most of her childhood. ANASTASIA 
named her first child THERESIA HUMMEL. 


Approaching Schonwald. 



Anastasia Hummel 

A NASTASIA HUMMEL was the youngest child 
jr \of LORENZ HUMMEL and GERTRUD 
KALTENBACH. BomApril 14, 1791, she had her 
first child when she was 22, a singl e mother. Her sec¬ 
ond child was bom when she was 27. 

It is only a possible assumption that the father of 
both children was GABRIEL KALTENBACH. who 
married ANASTASIA HUMMEL on July 4,1823. 
lie was the son of JAKOB (or JAKOBUS) 
KALTENBACH and MARIA KUB of Fahrenberg. 
GABRIEL KALTENBACH was bom March 14, 
1789 and died February 16,1833, attheageof43. 

We do not know the relationship between 
GABRIEL KALTENBACH and ANASTASIA’S 
mother, GERTRUD KALTENBACH. Given the fre¬ 
quent appearance of the name Kaltenbach, there could 
have been merely a most distant relationship. 

The two children born to ANASTASIA 
HUMMEL were: 

1. THERESIA HUMMEL, bom October 15, 
1813 and died April 23, 1873. On November 11, 
1837 she married KLEMENS PFAFF. 

2. JAKOB HUMMEL, bom July 25, 1818. 
He married twice, first to ANNA WINTERHALTER 
and then to BALBINA LANGENBACH. We will 
go into some detail on each mamage. 

After the death of GABRIEL KALTENBACH, 
ANASTASIA married a widower, THOMAS 
MARK, A straw hat dealer, he died December 25, 
1842, age 75 years. ANASTASIA died November 
17,1865. 


Street scene in Schonwald. 
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Jakob Hummel 

AKOB HUMMEL was bom July 25,1818 in the 
little town of Schonwald, a few miles north of 
Furtwangen in the Black Forest of Germany. 
He was a painter of clock faces, and is thought to 
have made harps as well. Both trades were cottage 
industries, to help pass the cold winters in this moun¬ 
tainous region of Germany. 

JAKOB HUMMEL was married twice, first to 
ANNA WIN TERHALTER. He had seven children 
by his first marriage. Two lived to be adults, AU¬ 
GUSTA HUMMEL and FLORENTIN HUMMEL. 
The latter immigrated to America along with mem¬ 
bers of his family. 

After the death of his first wife, JAKOB married 
again. His second wife was BALBINA 
LANGENBACH, bom in 1822. She was a sturdy 
woman, bearing children into her forties. She died 
June 20,1903. 

BALBINA LANGENBACH had her own trade; 
she made hats festooned with pom-pons, an art for 
which die region was well known. She was known as 
“Hut Balbina,” or Balbina of the Hats. 

They had five children, AUGUST HUMMEL, 
SERAPHINA HUMMEL, a second AUGUST 
HUMMEL, LID WINA HUMMEL, and ZAZILIA 
HUMMEL. One of the daughters, LIDWINA 
HUMM EL, would move to America. 



The only photograph we’ve found of Jakob Hummel shows 
him with daughter Lidwina, then age 5 or 6. Written lightly 
in pencil on the back of the photograph is a note stating that 
the picture w as ta ken in 1867, and that he died in 1869. 

Hie first AUGUST HUMMEL was bom April 
28,1858, He died May 25, 1859. A son bom June 
14,1860 was also named AUGUST in his memory. 



Clock-making was a cottage in¬ 
dustry for many years in 
Furtwangen before the advent of 
specialization and interchange¬ 
able parts. But even in the ear¬ 
lier years, the painting of clock 
faces was a special trade, one that 
Jakob Hummel followed in his 
own home. This is a scene in a 
Black Forest museum in Triberg, 
but could as easily have been 
Jakob Hummel’s workshop. 
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Anna Winterhalter 

r-pHE first wife of JAKOB HUMMELwas ANNA 
I WINTERHALTER She was bom February 18, 
1810, and died October 28, 1855. A century earlier, 
in the same town of Schonwald, another Anna 
Winterhalter married Franz Ketterer, credited as the 
inventor of the cuckoo clock. 

The Winterhalter name also appears in early 
Neukirch registers, as well as those of neighboring 
Gutenbach and Furtwangen. 

The ANNA WINTERHALTER who married 
JAKOB HUMMELwas the daughter of ANDREAS 
WINTERHALTER and HELENA FEI-IRENBACH. 
ANDREAS WINTERHALTER was born Novem¬ 
ber 28,1754 and died September 1,1824 His par¬ 
ents were JOHANN GEORG WINTERHALTER 
and VERONIKA WALTER. HELENA 
FEHRENBACH, bom May 6,1766, died January 4, 
1842. She was the daughter of ANDREAS 
FEHRENBACH, who was bom September 22,1730. 

ANNA WINTERHALTER was one of six sib¬ 
lings bom to ANDREAS and HELENA; 

1. MAGDALENA WINTERHALTER, bom 
July 22,1796 and died December 14, 1796,having 
lived less than 5 months. 

2. AMBROSIUS WINTERHALTER, bom 
December 4,1797 and died April 26,1858. He mar¬ 
ried ELIZABETH WALTER 

3. ANTONIUS WINTERHALTER, bom June 
12,1800. We have no other data. 

4. FRANZ JOSEF WINTERHALTER, bom 
September 13,1803 and died May 5,1892. During 
his long life he married twice, first to MARIA TOLDE 
FALLERon September 30,1834; on May 12,1864 
he married KAROLINA BLOD. 

5. JOHANN NEPOMUS WINTERHALTER 
was bom April 24,1802, and died in Lucerne in 183 5. 

6. ANNA WINTERHALTER, bom Febmary 
18, 1810 and died October 28,1855. She married 
JAKOB HUMMEL. They were married May 13, 
1840, apparently in Sehdnwald. She was 30, listed 
as a painter, and he was 22, also listed as a painter. 
Thye would have seven children, but only two lived to 
adulthood. Infant and clrild mortalitywas terribly high 
in the Black Forest of those days. 


T HE first-bom child of ANNA WINTERHALTE R 
and JAKOB HUMMEL was named 
FLORINTINUS HUMMEL, according to the 
Schonwald records. This entry resolves a conflict 
between family recollections and the United States 
Census of 1920. 

Family legend had a child of JAKOB HUMMEL 
and ANNA WINTERHALTER living in the Kansas 
City, Missouri area, with the name “Florenz Ilummel.” 
The United States Census of 1920 listed a 
FLORINTIN HUMMEL, living with a son, JOHN 
B. HUMMEL, on Charlotte Street in Kansas City. In 
1920 he was 79 years old. In the Schonwald ar¬ 
chives we find their first-born, FLORENTINES 
HUMMEL, bom 1841. That birth year matches, as 
do other clues. We have our man. 


Something About the Name Seraphina 
TTHE name “Seraphina” seems lu have had special 
X meaning to JAKOB IIUMMEL. He gave this 
name to two of his children by his first vv ife, and again 
to a child of' his second marriage. SERAPHINA 
HUM\1 El. was bom December 1 5. 1 842, and died a 
month later. SHRAPHINAHUMMEL was born Ali¬ 
gns! 21, 1849, and died April 21, 1857. The third 
SERAPHIMA 11 UMi\ 11 : .L was born August 4, 1859 and 
died in 1940. In her marriage to EM ILIAN WET I RLE 
she had four children. 


The children of JAKOB HUMMEL and 
ANNA WINTERHALTER were: 

1. FLORENTINUS HUMMEL, bom Au¬ 
gust 3,1841. The Schonwald records show a mar¬ 
riage date of July 6,1873, but do not name his wife. 
We do know that he was living in 1920. 

2. SERAPHINA HUMMEL was bom De¬ 
cember 15,1842, and died a month later, January 13, 
1843. She was one of twins. 

3. AUGUSTA HUMMEL,, also bora Decem¬ 
ber 15,1842, appears by a pencil notation in the 
Schonwald records to have died in 1911. 

4. JOSEF IIUMMEL, bom March 17,1844, 
livd almost six weeks before he died April 29,1844. 

5. SERAPHINA HUMMEL, second child 
of this couple with this name, was bom August 21, 
1847 and died April 21,1857, almost 10 years old. 
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6, MARIA JOSEFA HUMMELlived. less 
than two weeks. She was bom August 15,1849 and 
died August 28,1849. 

7. ARON FIUMMEL is shown as having 
been bom April 4,1851. He died a week later, on 
April 11 of the same year. 

Thus only two of the children of JAKOB 
HUMMEL and ANNA WINTERHALTER lived to 
be adults, FLORENTINUS and AUGUSTA. We 
rely on a pencil entry in the Schonwald card files to 
establish AUGUSTA HUMMEL’S death year. 

ANNA WINTERHALTER died October 
28,1855. We assume she was buiied at Schonwald, 
although no evidence remains of her grave. 

FLORENTINUS HUMMEL moved to 
Miihlheim am Donau in 1863. Later, he moved to 
the United States. As elder son of JAKOB 
HUMMEL, we will discuss him first. 

Street scene in Schonwald, where little seems to have 
changed in the past century. Cuckoo docks, which were 
invented here, are still sold as an outstanding part of the 
Black Forest heritage. The Catholic church here main¬ 
tains some archives that trace the Hummel family to 1746. 



Putting Two and Two Together 

EALING with a widespread family over a large 
number of generations is a major challenge for 
the genealogist. Sometime toward the middle of the 
last century, the two families of JAKOB HUMMEL 
lost contact with each other—the descendants of his 
first son, FLORENTINUS HUMMEL, and the de¬ 
scendants of his second marriage, to BALBINA 
HLTMMEL. By the time FLORENTINUS began to 
emerge in the records, he had changed his name to 
FLORENTINE HUMMEL. 

Hummels in Missouri 

HEN we first started looking for 
FLORENTINE HUMMEL and his family, our 
only clue was that by family legend he had moved to 
Kansas City, Missouri. Then LAURA O’CONNOR, 
a great-granddaughter of ZAZILIA HUMMEL, pro¬ 
vided us with a passenge imamfest for the S .S. Bremen, 
which arrived in New York on May 12,1923. One of 
the passengers was a 28-year-old watchmaker, FRITZ 
MULLER. He told the immigration authorities that he 
was going to Kansas City, Missouri, and that his pas¬ 
sage had been paid by AUGUST K. HUMMEL, who 
lived at 5547 Highland, Kansas City, Missouri. FRITZ 
MULLER had $30.00 with him. 

Cousin CEIL MACSWEENEY says that 
FRITZ did not go to Kansas City immediately, but that 
he later drove a Model T Ford from Connecticut to 
Missouri. Ceil says that his cousins were upset that he 
did not attend church regularly, especially a sister of 
AUGUST who was a nun. 

Using the United States Census 

SING data from the United States Census for 
1920 and 1930, we at least had some names of 
our Kansas City cousins. The starting point was the 
family ofAUGUSTK. HLTMMEL, living at 5547 High¬ 
land Avenue, Kansas City, Missouri on January 22, 
1920. 

AUGUST K. HUMMEL is shown as having im¬ 
migrated to the United States in 1901, and naturalized 
as a citizen in 1908. His place of birth is given as 
Wiirttemburg, Germany, and both of his parents as 
German-bom. His occupation was as a Brass Fin¬ 
isher. He was 35 years old, thus a birth year of 1885. 
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HE 1920 Census tells us a great deal more about 
AUGUST K. HUMMEL. He owned his home, 
free of mortgage. He was married to MARGARET 
M., age 27, a woman bom in Missouri whose parents 
were bom in Ohio and Massachusetts. MARGA¬ 
RET was shown as having no trade or profession.. 

A son, KARLA. HUMMEL, age 6, was at¬ 
tending school. Daughter, LOUISE M. HUMMEL, 
was age 4, and son, JOHN A. HUMMEL, was 2. 

By 1930, when the next census was con¬ 
ducted, the enumerator spelled the street “Hiland Av¬ 
enue,” with the same house number. AUGUST and 
MARGARET still owned the house, now valued at 
$8,000. AUGUST was shown as proprietor of a 
machine shop. Two more children had joined the fam¬ 
ily, THOMAS, age 9, and KATHLEEN, age 6. 

Connecting the Other Dots 

OUR other people are children of 
FLORENTINE HUMMEL, and we have found 
FLORENTINE himself. The children are: ELIZA¬ 
BETH HUMMEL, ALBERT J. HUMMEL, JOHN 
B. HUMMEL, and SOPHIA HUMMEL. 


Florentine and Agatha Hummel on their wedding day, 1873. 

Photograph courtesy Tom Walters 






Living with JOHN B. HUMMEL and his sister 
SOPHIA HUMMEL, we find FLORINTIN 
11UMMEL, a Germ an wi dower aged 79. They lived 
on Charlotte Street. We think JOHN B. HUMMEL, 
age37 in 1920, also residing in the same Kaw Town¬ 
ship of Kansas City, Missouri, is a brother of AU¬ 
GUST K. HUMMEL. SOPHIA HUMMEL, a single 
lady aged 39 in 1920, is identified as a sister of JOHN 
B. HUMMEL, . 

The portrait of SOPHIA HUMMEL is from 
the collection of ETHILD SCHLAGETER of 
Furtwangen, passed down from her mother, FRIEDA 
MULLER. There was correspondence between 
FLORENTINE HUMMEL and GOTTLIEB 
MULLER, husband ofZAZILIA HUMMEL, half-sis¬ 
ter of FLORENTINE, dated 1910. SOPHIAS por¬ 
trait is also dated 1910. 

Armed with the knowl edge that our Census 
search had correctly identified the Kansas City fami¬ 
lies in 1920 and 1930, we checked an Internet tele¬ 
phone directory for current Hummels In that city. We 
found KARL A. HUMMEL living on Charlotte Street 
and wrote him, summarizing what we knew. Although 
KARLA. HUMMEL, who was bom in 1914, had 
been dead for five years, we immediately heard from 
three descendants. TOM WALTERS, a great-grand¬ 
son of FLORENTINE HUMMEL, has provided us 
with detailed information about the life of 
FLORENTINE HUMMEL and his wife, AGATHA 
LEIB1NGER, their immigration and the immigration 
of their children. 


Sophia Hummel in 
1910, in Kansas 
City, Missouri. 
She was about 20 
in this portrait. 
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Florentine Hummel 

F LORENTINE HUMMEL an-i ved ill the little town 
of Muhlheim an der Donau in 1863. A Black For¬ 
est clock maker by trade, he was probably attracted 
by the clockworks of Richard Schneckenburger, who 
had established a factory in Muhlheim. 

Bom in Schonwald to JAKOB HUMMEL and 
ANNA WINTERHALTER, he was 22 years old His 
mother had died, and his father had remarried and 
moved to Furtwangen, He was christened 
FLORINTINUS HUMMEL, but along the way 
changed his given name to FLORENTINE. 

Muhlheim an der Donau is a small village about 
35 air miles east of Furtwangen, and is on the Donau, 
or Danube River. It would have been simple enough 
for FLORENTINE to walk down the banks of the 
River Breg from Furtwangen. This village is not to be 
confused with the busy river port of Muhlheim near 
Frankfurt. Muhlheim an der Donau is one of the early 
walled villages in the plains below and to the east of 
the Black Forest. 

We are indebted to TOM WALTERS, a great- 
grandson of FLORENTINE HUMMEL, for the in¬ 
formation concerning this branch of the Hummel fam¬ 
ily. From him we learned many details about the jour¬ 
ney from Muhlheim, Germany, to Kansas City, Mis¬ 
souri, and the families established there. 

The Leibinger family was well established in the 
town of Muhlheim an der Donau. JOHANN 
BAPTISTE LEIBINGER had six children. Between 
economic hardships and conscription into the German 
army, there were ample reasons to emigrate. In 1882, 
FRANZ, age 25; LEOPOLD, age 19; and ANNA 
LEIBINGER, age 17, emigrated to America. Left 
behind in 1882 were AGATHA, JAKOB and 
SOPHIA LEIBINGER. 

Agatha Leibinger 

N June 30,1873, AGATHA LEIBINGER and 
FLORENTINE HUMMEL were m arried in the 
Church of Magdalena. FLORENTINE HUMMEL 
was now 32 years old, and their first child, EMMA 
HULDA HUMMEL, was bom before the year was 
out. ANNA ELENORA HUMMEL was born in 
1875; JOHANN ALBERT HUMMEL in 1877; 


MARIA PELAGIA HUMMEL in 1878; FRED- 
ERICKA SOPHIA in 1880; and JOHANN 
BAPTISTE HUMMEL in 1882. 

Times were especially difficult for this large 
family. FLORENTINE worked long hours in the clock 
factory, and AGATHA tended a garden outside of the 
town and raised the six children. According to family 
legend, the family was often reduced to eating pota¬ 
toes three times a day. 

Meantime, AGATHA LEIBINGER 5 S two 
brothers and a sister who had immigrated were send¬ 
ing back happy reports of life in America. FRANZ 
LEIBINGER had married, and was working as a mill 
wright and liv ing with his wife GENEVIE VE. FRANZ, 
or FRANK as he came to be known, became a father 
in October, 1883, although the child lived less than a 
year. His brother, LEOPOLD LEIBINGER, married 
in 1886 and had four children: ANNA LEIBINGER, 
born 1886; ROSA LEIBINGER, born 1888; 
LEOPOLD LEIBINGER, bom 1891; and AGNES 
LEIBINGER, bom 1894. By 1892 both brothers 
appear to have moved from Kansas City to St Louis, 
Missouri. 

ANNA LEIBINGER married in 1888, to 
FRANK X. SCHAEFER, a native ofWurttemburg. 
They continued to live in Kansas City, and provided a 
destination for the first of the Hummels to arrive. 

More Hummels in Muhlheim 

\\ THILE the Leibinger family was prospering and 
V V growing in Kansas City, the familyof AGATHA 
LEIBINGER and FLORENTINE HUMMEL con¬ 
tinued to enlarge. In 1884 KARL AUGUST 
HUMMEL was born, and in 1887 BERTHA 
AGATHA HUMMEL arrived. 

On May 29, 1888, EMMA HULDA 
HUMMEL arrived in New York. HULDA, as she 
was known , was only 14 at the time. Since there 
were no other passengers from Muhlheim on this ves¬ 
sel, we can assume that she came as a servant helping 
care for young children. She was listed as a servant 
on the passenger list. 

It is assumed that HULDA HUMMEL stayed 
with ANNA LEIBINGER, now married to FRANK 
SCHAEFER and living in Kansas City. But she stayed 
only a short while, then returned to Germany. 
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By 1889, HULDA HUMMEL and her sister 
ANNAHUMMEL, returned to Kansas City. In 1896, 
ANNA HUMMEL married GABRIEL VOGL in 
Kansas City, and soon moved to Orearville, Missouri, 
a tiny farming comunity 5 miles from Marshall. By 
1900, they had two children, GEORGE VOGL and 
FRANK VOGL. 

In 1893, two more Hummels were ready to 
leave Muhlheim for Am erica. JOHANN ALBERT 
HUMMEL was 16, and his sister MARIA PELAGIA 
was 14. They left September 2, 1893, in the com¬ 
pany of four cousins: AUGUST LEIBINGER, 
AMALIA LEIBINGER, PAULINE LEIBINGER, 
and FRIEDA LEIBINGER. JOHANN and MARIA 
stopped in St. Louis to visit their uncles, FRANK and 
LEOPOLD LEIBINGER. MARIA worked for a 
doctor’s family, while ALBERT worked as a machin¬ 
ist. Later they moved to Kansas City, where ALBERT 
worked at a meat packing house and then for the Vogel 
Tool Works. MARIA became a maid. In 1899 
MARIA HUMMEL married WILLIAM ZAHNER, 
son of a farmer in Shawnee. Their first child, BER¬ 
THA ZAHNER, was bom in 1900. 


The Hummel Figurines 

WITH the world-wide popularity of the 
Hummel figurines, the question often arises: Is 
our Hummel family related to the creator of these 
delightful miniatures? HULDA I1UMMEL, who 
served as escort for several waves of Hummel 
immigrants, spent some time in the Catholic con- 
Uvenfpf Siefen, in Saulgau, near Muhlheim . The 
artist who created the models for the Hummel 
figurines, LUnha Hummel -Sister M. Innocentia 
Hummel—was a nun in the same convent. How¬ 
ever. Tom Walters reports that there appears no 
possible connection even when one goes back 
400 years in the two families, So much for myth. 

_ _ ■ _ _ _ — i: ■ ■■■ _ . 

FREDERICKA SOPHIA PIUMMEL ap¬ 
pears to have come to the United States in 1900, when 
she was 20 years old. She had worked for a baron 
whose castle stood near Muhlheim. She may have trav¬ 
elled alone to Kansas City or Orearville, Missouri. 
We find her later in Kansas City, living in 1920 with 
her brother JOHANN and her father FLORENTINE. 


The Last Immigrants 

¥1901 there were six Hummels still living in 
Muhlheim. FLORENTINE was working in a 
clock factory, and AGATHA LEIBINGER was keep¬ 
ing house. HULDA had returned again from Kansas, 
and was showing more determination to enter a reli¬ 
gious order—-although the mother superior of the con¬ 
vent at Saulgau convinced her that she should join an 
order in Kansas. JOHANN BAPTISTE was 18, and 
of draft age. KARL AUGUST, age 17, and BERTHA 
AGATHA, age 14, completed the family. 

HULDA, by now a seasoned traveler, took 
JOHANN BAPTISTE HUMMEL first to Switzer¬ 
land and then into France. They sailed from Havre, 
France, on April 13,1901. 

On September 14, 1901, FLORENTINE 
HUMMEL, then age 60; his wife AGATHA 
LEIBINGER, age 48, KARL AUGUST HUMMEL, 
age 17, and BERTHA AGATHA HUMMEL left 
Muhlheim an der Donau for Bremen and a ship to 
America.. They declared they had $230.00 in cash 
and a trunk full of clock parts. The customs agents 
declared the clock parts to be junk and sent them on 
their way. They gave their destination as Orearville. 

Maragret Joergans, born April 15,1907, was a grand¬ 
child of Florentine Hummel and daughter of Bertha. 
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Now that we have the christening names of 
the children of FLORENTINE HUMMEL, we find a 
number of name changes between Muhlheim and the 
1920 Census, EMMA HULDA HUMMEL became 
ELIZABETH HUMMEL. ANNA ELENORA 
HUMMEL married GABRIEL VOGL. JOHANN 
ALBERT HUMMEL transposed his given names and 
became ALBERT J. HUMMEL. FREDERICKA 
SOPHIA HUMMEL became simply SOPHIA 
HUMMEL. JOHANN BAPTISTE became JOHN 
B. HUMMEL, andKARLAUGUSTHUMMELbe- 
came AUGUST K. HUMMEL. 



Sister Elizabeth Hummel 

E MMA HULDA I-IUMMEL was the first of the 
Hummel family to venture to America; she came 
as a servant in 1888 at the age of 14. She made 
several trips back to Muhlheim, finally escorting her 
18-year-old brother JOHANN BAPTISTE 
HUMMEL through Switzerland and France to sail to 
Aunt Sophia Hummel and her neice, Margaret Joergens on 
the occasion of Margaret’s first communion, about 1914. 


Ametica in 1901. During her last visit to Germany, 
she became interested in entering a convent. She joined 
the Sisters of Charity in Missouri, and took the name 
ELIZABETH. 

At the age of 46 at the time of the 1920 Census, 
^ie would have been bom in 1873. And the date of 
immigration appears to be 1888, when she would have 
been 14 years old. 

ELIZABETH HUMMEL was a nun, working as 
a nurse at St.Mary’s Hospital, Kaw Township, Kan¬ 
sas City, Missouri. In the Census of 1930, she was 
still at St.Mary’s Hospital, identified as a sister and as 
a nu rse in the hospital, operated by the Sisters of Char¬ 
ity. She was then 56. 


Albert J. Hummel 


A LBERT J. HUMMEL immigrated in 1893, and 
was natural ized in 1900. In Miihlheim he had 
been christened JOHANN ALBERT HUMMEL. He 
married AGNES STABIN SKY, a German-bom im¬ 
migrant—or at least, her mother was MARY 
STABINSKY, living withthemin 1920. ALBERT J. 
HUMMEL’S mother-in-law was 75 in 1920. 

ALBERT and AGNES were parents of three 
daughters in 1920: ANNA HUMMEL, age 14, 
AGNES HUMMEL, age 13, and GERTRUDE 
HUMMEL, age 10. The children were all bom in 
Missouri. In 1920, ALBERT was 43 and AGNES 
was 38. 

They owned their own home, although it was 
mortgaged. ALBERT was employed as a Brass 
Worker. His brother, AUGUST K. HUMMEL, was 
a Brass Finisher. 

We do not find the three daughters in the 1930 
Census; apparently they were all married and using 
other surnames. 

By the time of the Census of 1930, ALBERT J. 
HUMMEL and his wife AGNES would have been 
ages 53 and 48. We did a nationwide search of the 
Census of 1930, and feel that we have found them— 
living in Los Angeles, California. At this time, 1930, 
ALBERT J. HUMMEL owned a machine shop. 

FLORENTINE HUM MEL died January 
12,1925 in Kansas City AGATHA LETBINGER 
died April 5, 1914 i n Kansas City 










museum devoted to the art of clock-making. Furtwangen 
traces its history back to the 1200s, and is home to a univer¬ 
sity. Note the locomotive and two cars in the foreground. 


Furtwangen, as it appeared in 1893, was a small town in the 
BlackForest, or Schwarzwald, of Baden in southern Ger¬ 
many. The tow n is noted for its clocks, and today boasts a 


Furtwangen, as it appeared in 2003. 
The city has grown, although still 
surrounded by fields and forest The 
railroad was removed many years 
ago, and the old station is now one 
of the factories that specialize in 
fine machine work such as gears. 
The church steeple in the center of 
the picture above is now at the ex¬ 
treme left of this picture. 


F URTWANGEN lies just east of a continental cli- In recognition of the role of the Black For- 

vide. Waters of the River Breg flow through the est—and particularly Furtwangen—in the clock-mak- 
town, descending from a spring known as the ing industry, the Deutsches Uhrmuseum, the Ger- 
Donauquelle, high above the town at the end of the man Clock Museum, is located in the central part of 
Katzensteig, or Cat's Path. To the east, the River Furtwangen. Beside the museum is Germany's oldest 
Breg joins the River Brigach at Donaueschingen, form- professional school for clock technology, which now 
ing the River Donau. Most of the world knows the offers a technical education in many engineering and 
Donau as the Danube, flowing through or past 8 coun- tool-making skills. Many small manufacturing eom- 
tries on its way to the Black Sea. West of the crest panies are located here, taking advantage of the skills 
above Furtwangen, waters flow to the Rhine River. to be found among Furtwangen residents. 
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F URTWANGEN was one of many small Black 
Forest towns when JAKOB HUMMEL was bom 
a few miles north in the even smaller town of 
Schonwald. Germany was then made up of an array 
of principalities and other domains. 

Furtwangen, just to the left of the center of the 
map at right, was within the Principality of Fiirstenberg, 
with Triberg just to the north. 

This is within the mountainous region known as 
the Schwarzwald, or Black Forest. The altitude at 
Furtwangen is 870 meters, about 2,800 feet. There 
are dense forests of towering spruce trees, interrupted 
by meadows. 

According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, 
Furtwangen was first mentioned in literature as early 
as 1179, when it was a possession of theAbbey of St. 
George. In 1806 the town became part of Baden, 
and it was chartered in 1876. It has been the center 
of the Black Forest clock industry since 1740. 

Furtwangen is in the extreme southwestern cor¬ 
ner of Germany, which is bordered on the west by the 
Rhine River and that part of France known as Alsace. 
To the south is Switzerland. From a lookout tower 
near Furtwangen you can see the Alps on a clear day. 

Basel, Switzerland, is 100 kilometers from 
Furtwangen. Freiburg is 40 kilometers west, Stuttgart 
is 100 kilometers northeast, and Frankfurt is 260 ki¬ 
lometers north. 

Furtwangen is now part of the German land, or 
state, of Baden-Wiirttemburg, and is in the valley of 
the Breg River, part of the Danube drainage area. 



This monument, on 
a high pasture in 
what is called the 
Schwarzwald Pan¬ 
orama, commemo¬ 
rates soldiers of the 
Kaiser who fought 
the Russians here in 
1813-1815, and 
“here died for the 
Fatherland.” 



A portion of an atlas map of Germany 1801 - 1819 shows 
Furtwangen on the Breg River, south of Triberg and in the 
Principality of Fiirstenberg, in the Schwarzwald. 


Wars and More Wars 

URING the centuries that Furtwangen was a pos¬ 
session of the Abbey of St. George, many petty 
conflicts arose—and some that were no so petty. One 
of the more interesting was the Peasant War, which 
began in 1524 after Martin Luther declared war against 
the Catholic hierarchy. 

In a book comparing the Peasant War of 1524 
with another insurrection in 1848 (during the lifetimes 
of JAKOB HUMMEL and B ALBINA 
LANGENBACH), Frederick Engels described the 
earlier conflict in bitter and impassioned terms. Engels, 
a close friend of Karl Marx and a co-founder of the 
Communist Party, blamed princes and prelates. 

This has been a 
battleground 
for centuries, 
with Germans, 

Swiss, Austri¬ 
ans and French 
fighting for the 
right to rule. 
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In his book, published in 1850, Engels wrote; 
“The prelates and their numerous gendarmerie of monks which 
grew with the spread of political and religious baiting, were 
the objects of hatred not only of the people but also of the 
nobility. Being directly under the empire, the prelates were in 
the way of the princes. The fast living of the corpulent bish¬ 
ops and abbots with their army of monks, roused the envy of 
the nobility and the indignation of the people who bore the 
burden. Hatred was intensified by the fact that the behaviour 
of the clergy was a slap in the face of their own preaching.” 

The Peasant War went on for several years, 
involving every part of German society from princes 
to paupers. Engels described 


Armed Peasants, by Albrecht Durer 


one action in 1524 by 
writing; “Hans Mueller of 
Bulgenbach marched, from 
September 30 to the middle 
of October, through the 
Black Forest up to Urach 
and Furtwangen, in¬ 
creased his troops to 3,500 
and took a position near 
Eratingen, not far from 
Stuehlingen. The nobility 
had more than 1,700 men.” 



T HE Peasant War ran its course. Engels com¬ 
ments; “The peasants were everywhere brought again 
under the sway of their ecclesiastical, noble to patrician mas¬ 
ters. The agreements that were conceded to them here and 
there were broken, and heavy burdens were augmented by 
the enormous indemnities imposed by the victors on the van¬ 
quished.” 

Engels adds, “The decentralization of Germany, the 
widening and strengthening of which was the chief result of 
the war, was at the same time the cause of its failure...We 
have seen that Germany was split not only into numberless 
independent provinces almost totally foreign to each other, 
but that in every one of these provinces the nation was di¬ 
vided into various strata of estates and parts of estates.” 

The valley at 
right, below 
Hornberg, 
was a natural 
route for 
raids by the 
French. It was 
defended by a 
castle first be¬ 
gun about 
1300; the 
present tower 
was built 
about 1735. 



B Y 1848, when JAKOB HUMMEL was in the 
prime of his life, conditions were again ripe for 
revolution. Europe had endured hard times during 

much of the 1840s. A series of bad harvests culminat¬ 
ing in the potato blight of1846-47 brought widespread 
misery and even some starvation. An economic de¬ 
pression added to the hardship, spreading discontent 
among the poor and middle class alike. A popular 
uprising in Paris in February 1848 turned into a revo¬ 
lution, forcing the French king Louis Philippe to flee. 

The success of the revolution in France sparked 
revolts elsewhere in Europe, according to an encyclo¬ 
pedia article. Numerous German cities were shaken 
by uprisings in which crowds consisting mainly of the 
urban poor, but also students and members of the lib¬ 
eral middle class, stormed their rulers’ palaces and 
demanded reform. Berlin and Vienna were especially 
hard hit by what was called the Revolutions of 1848. 

The German Confederation 

T HE Revolutions of 1848 took place within the 
German Confederation, following the collapse of 
the French-dominated Confederation of the Rhine. 
Napoleon had secured the Rhineland, largely to pro¬ 
vide manpower for his campaigns. After Napoleon’s 
defeat at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815, the Con¬ 
gress of Vienna sought to restore order to a Europe 
disrupted by revolutionary and imperial France. This 
spelled the end of the Holy Roman Empire, which had 
held Germany together, however loosely, from the end 
of the Thirty Years War in 1648 to 1806. 

The German Confederation was made up of Aus¬ 
tria, Prussia, Saxony, Bavaria and Wiirttemburg. 
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Despite the Revolutions of 1848, the German 
Confederation lasted until 1866, when Otto von Bis¬ 
marck engineered the rise of King Wilhelm I of Prussia 
to become Emperor of the new German Empire in 
1871. The Empire lasted until 1918, with German’s 
defeat in World War I. 



When Napoleon was deposed in 1815, his adopted daughter 
and sister-in-law Hortense de Beauharnais bought a small 
country estate on the Swiss side of the Bodensee, and built 
Arenenberg Palace. Napoleon III lived here at times. This 
is the chapel at Arenenberg Palace. 

A War for Each Generation 

T HERE seems to have been a war for each gen¬ 
eration of young German men, many of them con¬ 
scripted by their ruler of the moment. After the French 
Revolution in 1789, French troops invaded Germany 
in 1792, and secured control of the Rhineland for the 
next 20 years. 

Austria was defeated by the French at the Battle 
of Austerlitz in 1805, with Russian troops allied with 
the Austrians. The French troops were aided by men 
from Bavaria, Baden and Wurttemberg, probably 
mostly conscripts. Things were relatively quiet until 


1848, when thousands revolted in Germany and Aus¬ 
tria, this time with volunteer revolutionaries. 

Bismarck was able to provoke a war between 
Austria and Germany in 1866, with Prussia winning 
the Seven Weeks ’ War. South German states outside 
the German Confederation were tied to Prussia by 
military alliances—including Baden, Wuerttembeg and 
Bavaria. In 1870 Bismarck started another war, this 
one with France. He concluded that war by crowning 
the Prussian king, Wilhelm I, as Emperor in the Hall of 
Mirrors at Versailles. 

Bismarck’s motive in starting the Franco-Prus- 
sian War was to annex Alsace and Lorraine, once 
part of the Holy Roman Empire and seized by the 
French in the seventeenth century. The south German 
states eagerly joined in this war, and soon entered into 
a constitutional German nation, thus creating the Ger¬ 
man Empire. 


Jakob Hummel 
probably simply 
wanted to mind his 
own business, which 
was painting clock 
faces. But wars and 
threats of wars and 
revolutions swirled 
around the Black 
Forest during his 
own lifetime as they 
had for centuries, 
and life went on. 



JAKOB HUMMEL had died in 1870, but cer¬ 
tainly was involved as a spectator and quite likely as a 
participant in the Revolutions of 1848. His daughter, 
LiDWINA HUMMEL, was living during the war be¬ 
tween Prussia and Austria, and during the Franco- 
Prussian War of 1870. By the time World War I be¬ 
gan, she had immigrated to the United States. She 
lived to see World War n, with the United States again 
on the opposite side from Germany. 






Balbina Langenhach 

A LMOST to the day a year after ANNA 
WINTERHALTER’S death, JAKOB 
HUMMEL married BALBINA LANGENBACH, on 
October 20, 1856. The marriage took place in 
Schonwald, where the church records show her as a 
Strohhutmacherin, a straw hat maker. 

BALBINA LANGENBACH was probably 
bom in Furtwangen, March 18,1822. Her parents 
were WENZELAUS LANGENBACH and 
GENOVEFA WEHRLE, WENZELOUS LANGEN¬ 
BACH was bom September 28, 1784, and 
GENOEFA WEHRLE was bom January 2,1784. In 
the city archives of Furtwangen, is a record showing 
that WENZELOUS LANGENBACH became a citi¬ 
zen of Furtwangen on October 14,1816. 



Entry In the Furtwangen City Archives, showing that on 
October 14,1816 Wenzelous Langenbach became a citizen. 

At some point shortly after the marriage of 
BALBINA LANGENBACH and JAKOB 
HUMMEL, they moved a few miles south, to 
Furtwangen. 

By now JAKOB HUMMEL was an expert in 
his profession of painting clock faces, and Furtwangen 
was beginning to change the Black Forest clock in¬ 
dustry—from a cottage industry employing one man 
to a production line with specialists for each stage. 
While this change would not have affected JAKOB 
HUMMEL’S role in the manufacture of clocks, it 
greatly expanded the market for his product. A clock¬ 
making school opened in Furtwangen in 1850. Al¬ 
ready factory-made clocks from the United States were 
providing strong competition for the hand-made clocks 
of the Black Forest. Much of the United States in¬ 
dustry was centered in Connecticut, which continued 
to need skilled craftsmen in the clock industry. 
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This is the house that the 
Hummel family acquired about 
the time they moved to Furt¬ 
wangen. The house was on the 
Katzensteigy or “Cat’s Path.” 
The large building was called 
Rote Mtihley or Red Mill. We 
presume that the house was in¬ 
herited by son August Hummel, 
whose daughter Luise was visted 
in the 1960s by August’s neice, 
Hcdwig Muller. The house to 
the right is now much bigger. 




The same house, on the Katzensteig in 
Furtwangen, in 2003. It is on the very edge of 
the city, and cows graze across the street. It 
is now painted green, and the windows have 
been rearranged. This is the house where 
Lidwina Hummel was raised. Presumably the 
other children of Jakob Hummel and Balbina 
Langenbach also born grew up here. The 
Katzensteig continues, winding its w ay to the 
head of the River Breg and the very beginning 
of the Donau, or Danube River, just a few miles 
away. 


Children of Balbina and Jakob Hummel 

ALBINA LANGENBACH was about 36 years 
old when her first child was bom. Named AU¬ 
GUST HUMMEL, he lived just over one year. The 
five children of BALBINA LANGENBACH and 
JAKOB HUMMEL were: 

L AUGUST HUMMEL, bom April 28,1858 
and died May 25,1859. 

2. SERAPHINA HUMMEL, bom August 4, 
1859, and died in 1940. The third “Seraphina,” she 
married EMELIAN WEHRLE. 


3. AUGUST HUMMEL (the second child 
with this name), was bom June 14,1860. He married 
FRIEDOLINA SCHERZINGER, and died June 13, 
1927. 

4. LIDWINA HUMMEL, bom October 31, 
1861, and died December 30,1947 in Durham,North 
Carolina. She married EMIL KLEIN. 

5. MARIA ZAZILIA HUMMEL was bom 
in 1864, and died in 1927. She married GOTTLIEB 
MULLER, and appears to have lived in Furtwangen 
most of her life. 
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Balbina Langenbach Hummel was born in 1822, and died 
June 20,1907. She was the mother of five children, two 
sons and three daughters. Her right hand rests on a cane, 
and in her left hand she holds a prayer hook and rosary. 
This is an enlarged portion of a photograph taken at a water- 
fall in the Black Forest near Triberg. See page 26. 

T HE memories of a century ago live in the photo¬ 
graphs that were collected by LID WIN A 
HUMMEL and her daughter, CECELIA KLEIN. 
They tell the story of a growing family, some of whom 
remained in Germany and some who immigrated to 
the United States. 

The picture above is labelled Erinnerung an den 
Wasserfall bei Triberg , a souvenir of the waterfall at 
Triberg. The photograph shown here was taken by a 
professional photographer from Triberg, who appar¬ 
ently set up his tripod and posed visitors to the water¬ 
fall BALBINA HUMMEL died in 1907. Photo¬ 
graphs from the late 1800s and early 1900s were 
mostly produced by professional photographers who 
used fairly large vi ew cameras. 


E NLARGEMENTS were difficult to make, and 
most pictures were contact prints mounted on stiff 
cardboard. It was not until well into the Twentieth 
Century that the average family owned a camera with 
which memories could be recorded. We have one 
photograph of JAKOB HUMMEL, and assume that 
he had passed away before photography became com¬ 
monly available or affordable. Apparently he died in 
1870. But we do know that daughter LIDWINA was 
bom October 30, 1861. This means that BALBINA 
was 43 or 44 years old when LIDWINA was born, 
and 47 when ZAZILIA was born, perhaps in 
Schollach. JAKOB died in Schollach in 1870, south 
of Furtwangen, according to one family source. We 
do not know when or why JAKOB and his family 
moved to Schollach. BALBINA was in her 86th year 
when she died. 

This portrait of Balbina Hummel was apparently taken on 
the same day as the waterfall picture used previously. She is 
wearing the same kerchief and dress, and appears to be 
holding the same book. This picture was taken not long 
before her death in 1907. 
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Jakob Hummel, in a portion of the only known photograph of 
him. A note on the reverse dates the picture at 1867. 

The Anglicized version of JAKOB is JACOB, and 
many references use the latter spelling. However, in 
the two signatures we have found, he spelled it as 
JAKOB, and on the Goldene Stunde certificate he 
used the middle initial “N ” Hopefully, more research 
will yield more details. 


J AKOB HUMMEL has left few traces that we can 
find at this time. One document, membership in a 
Catholic brotherhood, places him in 1846 in the 
Goldene Stunde, oder Brudershaft der unbefleckten 
Empfangnis Maria , which translates as the Golden 
Hour, or Brotherhood of the Immaculate Conception 
of Mary, based in Einfiedeln. 

In this brotherhood, JAKOB N. HUMMEL swore 
that he would devote the hour between 1:00 p.m. and 
2:00 p.m. as the time for his meditation and prayer. 
The document was signed by Pastor and President of 
the Brotherhood, P. Benedikt Mueller. Another docu¬ 
ment, printed at Freiburg on May 17,1865, was signed 
by JAKOB HUMMEL. 


F URTWANGEN is known as the City of Clocks, 
and it’s appropriate that JAKOB HUMMEL was 
a painter of clock faces. Today there is a museum in 
Furtwangen devoted to the clock industry in Genmany, 
and it would be interesting to know if any signed ex¬ 
amples of JAKOB’S artistry can be found in this mu¬ 
seum. The 1800s made up the golden age of the 
cuckoo clock, a unique product of the Black Forest. 

From the photograph presumably taken in 1867, 
JAKOB HUMMEL appears to be a relatively young 
man, balding but with black hair. His stiff pose, and 
that of daughter LID WINA, is characteristic of studio 
portraits made only 30 years after the invention of 
photography, when subjects had to sit without moving 
for long exposures using the glass plates of the time. 

The Catholic Church played a major role in the lives of our 
Hummel ancestors. This postcard photograph shows the 
Hochalter, or High Altar, of the Stadtpfarrkirche 
Furtwangen , or the main city church of Furtwangen. 
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This is the full photograph of Balbina Hummel at the wa¬ 
terfall at Triberg, with her daughter Seraphina and her 
son-in-law, Emilian Wehrle. The Wehrle Family had four 
children. 

The highest waterfall in Germany, the cas¬ 
cade at Triberg was afavorite background 
for photographs of the Hummel Family, 


A pparently balbina hummel lived 

with her daughter SERAPHINA in a mountain¬ 
ous area of the Schwarzwald unti I the cold winters 
became troublesome, and then moved back into 
Furtwangen to live with her daughter ZAZILIA, 
shortly before her death in 1907. 

Her ornate tombstone is no longer there. Given 
the centuries of births and deaths in Germany, and 
the scarcity of good land, it appears that cemetery 
plots are recycled after a number of years, and the 
space used for later burials. 

Only about 6 kilometers east of Furtwangen, 
just north of Vohrenbach, is a little crossroads vil¬ 
lage called Langenbaeh. Is this where 
WENZELOUSLANGENBACH originated? His 
certification of citizenship in Furtwangen in 1816 could 
date a move from the village of Langenbaeh to the 
town of Furtwangen, and could signify that he moved 
from one jurisdiction to another. 

At about the time of his move to Furtwangen in 
1816, WENZELOUS LANGENBACH had been 
living in Wurttemberg. At that time, Wtirttemberg 
and Baden were separate principalities, and in mov¬ 
ing from one to the other was effectively moving from 
one country to another. GENOVEFA WEHRLE, 
his wife and the mother of BALBINA 
LANGENBACH, was identified in the Schonwald 
papers as being from Furtwangen. Both of 
BALBINA'S parents were listed as painters. 



At right, Balbina Hummers grave, 
in Furtwangen. The inscription 
read “Hier ruht Balbina Hummel 
gest 20 Juni 1907 im 86 
Lebensjahre.” This translates to; 
“Here lies Balbina Hummel, died 
June 20,1907 in the 86th year of 
her life.” The monument and 
Balbina’s grave are no longer 
there. 
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Seraphina Hummel 

W HILE the first child of JAKOB HUMMEL’S 
marriage to B ALBINA HUMMEL was named 
AUGUST HUMMEL, he died in infancy, having lived 
fromApril28,1858 to May 25,1859, just over one 
year. Thus we begin our discussion of their children 
with SERAPHINAHUMMEL, bom August 4,1859. 
She died in 1940. She married EMILIAN WEHRLE, 
who died in 1913. 

SERAPHINA HUMMEL and EMILIAN 
WEHRLE had four children: 

1. HERMANN WEHRLE, bom in 1897 and 
died August 5, 1961. He married ELIZABETH 
KIRNER and they had three children. 

2. EGON WEHRLE married MARIA 
SCHMLTTZ, and they had one daughter, INGRID 
WEHRLE. 


3. ANNA WEHRLE married ERNST 
BAURLE, and they had two children. ERNST 
B AURLE worked in a wood factory, and was killed in 
an airraid in 1940. ANNA WEHRLE died in 1954. 

4. ALBIN WEHRLE was bom in 1903, and 
went to Brazil in 1923 during the dire economic times 
following World War I. Little was heard from him after 
he went to Brazil. It is known that he was a fine me¬ 
chanic. On the ship to Rio de Janerio, he shined shoes 
to earn money, presumably to establish himself in his 
new country. He took a job as an engineer in a factory, 
and there lost his right hand in an industrial accident. 
One of his three children did return to Germany to study, 
presumably engineering. Very little else is known about 
ALBIN WEHRLE or his descendants, and all contact 
with this branch of the family has been lost with the pas¬ 
sage of time. 



Another portion of the picture taken at the 
waterfall at Triberg, this image shows 
Seraphina Wehrle and her husband. The 
full picture also shows Balbina Hummel, the 
mother of Seraphina. Seraphina Hummel 
was the third daughter of Jakob Hummel to 
carry this name. The first, daughter of Anna 
Winterhalter, lived a month. The second, 
also a daughter of Anna Winterhalter, lived 
for 10 years. Balbina’s daughter Seraphina 
lived to the age of 80. 
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Seraphina Hummel’s Family 

H ERMANN WEHRLE, the first child of 
SERAPHINA HUMMEL and EMILIAN 
WEHRLE to survive infancy, seems to have lived 
most of his life in Hammereisenbach, a small village 
eastofFurtwangen. He was a baker. 


HERMANN WEHRLE was bom in 1897, 
and he married ELISABETH KIRNER. They had 
three chi Idren. He died August 5,1961. 


Although old for a draftee, Hermann Wehrle was wearing 
his Wermacht uniform for this picture with his family. 



The eldest of HERMANN WEHRLE’S chil¬ 
dren was PERPETUA WEHRLE. Our records do 
not show what happened to PERPETUA, but we do 
have h er in a picture that must have been taken prior 
to SERAPHINA’S death in 1940, since she also ap¬ 
pears in the picture. ELISABETH WEHRLE, known 
to her family as “BEATLI,” still lives in Hammereisen¬ 
bach with members of her fam¬ 
ily. OnNovember 11,1948 she 
married Alfred Schuh. Her 
children are URSULA 
WEHRLE, VERONIKA 
WEHRLE, and WOLFGANG 
WEHRLE. WOLFGANG is 
married and has two sons. 
MARGARET WEHRLE is the 
third child of HERMANN 
WEHRLE. 

EGON WEHRLE, the 
second child of SERAPHINA 
HUMMEL and EMILIAN 
WEHRLE, married MARIA 
SCHMUTZ, and they had one 
daughter, INGRID. 

ANNA WEHRLE 
married ERNST BAUERLE, 
and they had two children, 
EMILEBAURLEand VERON¬ 
IKA BAUERLE. EMILE died 
in Russia during World War n, and VERONIKA died 
at the age of 10, with meningitis. ERNST BAUERLE 
also died in World War II, in an air raid. 

As previously mentioned, ALRIN WEHRLE 
went to Brazil in 1923, and little is known about hislife 
following that migration. The economic crisis in Ger¬ 
many following World War I, with devastating infla¬ 
tion and unemployment, caused many talented and 
education people to seek their fortunes elsewhere. 
Several of ALBTN WEHRLE’S cousins took their 
skills to the United States, where they found jobs in 
the clock industry in Connecticut. Many other Ger¬ 
mans went to Mexico, Central and South America to 
establish themselves. 



In a charming picture from probably the 1930s, a Hammereisenbach hayride takes a 
group of cousins for a country tour. In the wagon are Hermann Wehrle (son of 
Seraphina Hummel), Anna Miiller, Frieda Muller, Veronika Schultheiss (Marie 
Muller’s daughter), Hermann Wehrle’s sister Anna Wehrle, and Hermann’s daugh¬ 
ter Elizabeth. In the cart behind is Manfred Kaiser and Ethild Kaiser (Frieda Muller’s 
children), Margaret Mtiller, and Hans. 
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The Hermann Wehrle Family 
before World War II, includes 
a rare glimpse of Seraphina 
Hummel near the end of her 
life. This picture, from the 
collection of Veronika Schul- 
theiss Wenger, shows Veron¬ 
ika and her close friend Per- 
petua Wehrle in the fore¬ 
ground. Seated are Hermann 
Wehrle, his daughter Anna, 
child Margaret, Seraphina 
Hummel Wehrle, child Elisa¬ 
beth (Beatli) and Hermann’s 
wife Elisabeth. Seraphina 
Hummel Wehrle died in 1940. 



H AMMEREISENBACH is a small village over¬ 
looking the valley of the River Breg, about 20 
km southeast of Furtwangen and about the same dis¬ 
tance from Donaueschingen. Nearby is the village of 
Bregenbach which is also in the Breg valley. The val¬ 
ley was once served by a railroad which connected 
Furtwangen with Donaueschingen, but rail service has 
been discontinued and the rails removed. 

This is probably the village where BALBINA 
HUMMEL lived with her daughter SERAPHINA 
WEHRLE for many years, until she became enfeebled 
and returned to Furtwangen and her daughter 
ZAZILIA MULLER until her death in 1907. 

SERAPHINA WEHRLE perhaps lived with her 
son, HERMANN WEHRLE, after the death of 
EMILIAN WEHRLE and before her own death in 
1940. 



Elisabeth Schuh, her son Wolfgang’s wife Irmgard, and 
grandson Andreas Schuh. Not shown is Wolfgang’s other 
son, Philip Schuh. The scene is Hammereisenbach, 2003. 


A LTHOUGH the altitudes in the Black Forest are 
Z~Ylow compared to many mountain ranges, with 
the higher elevations reaching only about 4,000 feet, 
the winters can be quite cold and the snow quite deep. 
Many ski lifts beckon to the winter sportsman. 

During the earlier days, travel in the wnter could 
be quite difficult, and even in the summer roads that 
crossed over hilltops could be quite steep. Travel 
along river valleys was much easier. But from the 
migrations of the Hummel family, climbing a hill or 


two seemed no barrier. Just to the west of Furtwan¬ 
gen is a crest that separates the Rhine River drain¬ 
age from the Danube. The largest city in the area, 
Freiburg am Bresgau, is in the Rhine River water¬ 
shed. The Donau, or Danube, has its headwaters 
just a few kilometers up the Katzentreig from the 
Hummel house in Furtwangen. 

The early clock-makers of the Black Forest 
took their wares on the road, carrying their winter 
production to market on their backs. 







30 



The house on the Katzensteig in Furtwangen 
seems to have passed to AUGUST HUMMEL, and 
then to his daughter LUISE HUMMEL, who still lived 
therein 1960. 


August Hummel 

A UGUST HUMMEL was the only son of 
3ALBINA LANGENBACH HUMMEL and 
JAKOB HUMMEL to reach adulthood. The first¬ 
born of this marriage was also named AUGUST 
HUMMEL, but he lived only one year. The second 
AUGUST HUMMEL was bom June 14,1860. He 
had an older sister, SERAPHINA, and two younger 
sisters, LID WIN A and ZA2ILJA. LIDWINA was 
bom in 1861, and ZAZILIA was bom in 1864. 
AUGUST HUMMEL died June 13,1927. 

AUGUST HUMMEL married FRIEDOLINA 
SCHERZI NGER, and they were parents of six chil¬ 
dren, five of whom lived to be adults: 


1. KARLAUGUST HUMMEL, bom June 13, 
1886, and died May 23,1889. 

2. OSKAR HUMMEL, bom May20, 1889. 

3. KARL HUMMEL, bom June 29,1891. 

4. ARTUR HUMMEL, bom November 3, 

1893. 

5. LUISE HUMMEL, bom March 12,1896. 

6. OLGA HUMMEL, bom July 11,1899. 

It appears that five of these children lived to be 
adults: the second KARL, OSKAR ARTUR, LUISE, 
and OLGA. A photograph from about 1900 shows 
four children of AUGUST HUMMEL and 
FRIEDOLINA SCHERZINGER. 


Aslu dio portrait from a century ago shows August Hummel 
with his wife Fredolina. A badly faded stamp on the card¬ 
board backing identifies the picture has having been taken 
in Furtwangen. Fredolina is wearing a full-length skirt, 
while August holds a serious pose and a serious cigar. The 
book that Fredolina is holding is probably a studio prop. 


1 his photograph, from the collection of Lidwma Hummel 
Klein, is labeled “Children of August Hummel ” Dressed 
in their Sunday best are three young boys and a little girl. 
One of the boys would be Artur Hummel. The girl is prob¬ 
ably Luise Hummel, still living in the 1960s when she was 
visited by a cousin. 














The Children of August Hummel 

HANKS to the fine efforts of MARKUS 
HUMMEL of Gutenbach, a great-grandson of 
AUGUST HUMMEL, we have a list of the progeny 
of AUGUST HUMMEL and FRIEDOLINA 
SCHERZINGER current through October, 2003. 

The first child bom to AUGUST and FRIEDO- 
LINA was KARL AUGUST HUMMEL, who was 
bom June 13, 1886 and died May 23, 1889. The 
cause of his death when he was almost three years 
old is not known, but infant mortality was high. 

Oskar Hummel 

HE second child of AUGUST HUMMEL and 
FRIEDOLINA SCHERZINGER was OSKAR 
HUMMEL, bom May 20,1889. He died January 
26,1915 in France, during World War L He had no 
children; we do not know if he was married. 

Karl Hummel 

JKELY named after his deceased brother, KARL 
HUMMEL was bom June 29, 1891. He was 
nearly 82 when he died, April 7,1973. He did many, 
and hadone son, EGON HUMMEL, bom Decern- 
ber 9, 1923. EGON HUMMEL died February 4, 
1996. 

Arthur Hummel 

A RTHUR (or ARTUR) HUMMEL was bom No¬ 
vember 11,1893 and died March 25,1970. He 
had three sons and a daughter. 

His oldest son, BAPTIST HUMMEL, was bom 
May 17,1928. BAPTIST HUMMEL has a daugh¬ 
ter and a son. The daughter, WALTRAUD HUM¬ 
MEL, was bom September 21,1957, and is married 
to a WIEIIL. She has a 
daughter, JESSICA 
WIEHL, born October 
17, 1980. The son, 
KARL-HEINZ HUM¬ 
MEL, was bom Septem¬ 
ber 18,1961 and has two 
sons, SIMON HUM¬ 
MEL, bom August 26, 
1992,and JONAS HUM¬ 
MEL, born November 
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r26,1996. BAPTIST HUMMEL lives in Gutenbach. 

The next son of ARTHUR HUMMEL was 
OSKAR HUMMEL, bom March 4,1932. He died 
January 17,1949. No children are listed, and we do 
not know if he was married. One can guess that he 
was named after his late uncle OSKAR. 


HUBERT HUMMEL was bom February 14, 
1933, and is married to HELGA. They live in 
Gutenbach, and have two sons, CHRISTOPH HUM¬ 
MEL and MARKUS 
HUMMEL. CHRISTOPH 
was bom March 1,1968 
and MARKUS was 
bom January 9, 1971. 
MARKUS HUMMEL 
also lives in Gutenbach. 
MARKUS continues the 
I lummel Family tradition 
of engineering as a pro¬ 
fession, and has been 
very helpful in assem¬ 
bling data for this book. 

LUZ1LLA HUMMEL was bom July 4,1935, 
and married to a HINZ. She has one son and two 
daughters, who have so far provided her with four 
grandchildren. Her son, THOMAS HINZ, was bom 
September 18,1960 and is father of MARIO HINZ. 
GUDRUN HINZ, married to a BLESSING was bom 
January 30,1964. She has a daughter, NINA BLESS¬ 
ING bom September 11,1998. LUZILLAS younger 
daughter, ANTJE, bom Septembr 17,1970, is mar¬ 
ried to a WEHRLE and has two daughters, SELINA 
WEHRLE, born May 14, 2000, and SINA 
WEHRLE, bom October 30,2003. 





Baptist Hummel 





Helga Hummel 



Markus Hummel 
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Luise Hummel 

ANY of the Hummel descendants have shown 
a trait of longevity, but certainly LUISE 
HUMMEL lived to a veiy old age. Bom March 12, 
1896, she was a few days short of her 90th birthday 
when she died on March 4, 1986. She appears to 
have been living in the house on Katzemteig in 1960. 
She married a FALLER, a name that appears repeat¬ 
edly in the history of Neukireh and Gtitenbach. She 
had one daughter, GERDA FALLER, who married a 
KAINZ. And GERDA KAINZ, who was bom Sep¬ 
tember 16, 1927 and died October 21, 2003, had 
one daughter, CHRISTINE KAINZ. She was bom 
October 7,1960, and died June 8, 1998. 

CHRISTINE KAINZ had one daughter, STE- 
FANIE, bom April 7,1981. She married a VOLK- 
MANN, and has three young children: VANESSA 
VOLKMANN, bom June 1, 2000; ANN ABELL 
VOLKMANN, bom June 7, 2002; and SELIN 
VOLKMANN, bom May 18,2003. 

Olga Hummel 

HE youngest child of AUGUST HUMMEL and 
FRIEDOLINA SCHERZINGER was OLGA 
HUMMEL, bom July 11,1899, in Furtwangen. She 
married GUSTAV PINK, and three children were bom 
of this marriage. OLGA HUMMEL died August 28, 
1989 in Furtwangen, and her husband died in 
Furtwangen May 27,1970. 

The first of OLGA HUMMEL’S children was 
WERNER PINK, bom September 9,1922. He lives 
in Furtwangen with his wife IRENE PINK. They were 
married November 25,1967 in Furtwangen. 


Werner Pink Irene Pink 



The second of OLGA HUMMEL’S children 
was HUBERT PINK, bom July 10,1926. He died 
December 5,1963. He had two children, BRIGITTE, 
bom November 9, 1955; and ANDREAS PINK, 
bom June 9,1962. BRIGITTE PINK also had two 
children, DIEKE, bom July 13,1979; andGEESCHE, 
bom September 12,1981. 

The third child of OLGA HUMMEL isRUTH 
PINK, married to a MUMBERSON. She was bom 
March 12, 1928. RUTH MUMBERSON lives in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, in Canada. 



The Gasthaus “Baren” in Giitenbach 


T HE gasthaus in Giitenbach was the scene of a 
unique gathering in September, 2003, when de¬ 
scendants of four of JAKOB HUMMEL and 
BALBINA LANGENBACH’S children sat down to 
dinner together. Such a gathering of all four lines could 
not have taken place since LIDWINA HUMMEL’S 
visit to Furtwangen in 1898, some 105 years earlier. 

Representing SERAPHINAHUMMEL’S fam¬ 
ily was ELIZABETH SCHUH, whose father was 
HERMANN WEHRLE, son of SERAPHINA. She 
lives in Hammereisenbach. AUGUST HUMMEL was 
represented by BAPTIST HUMMEL, HUBERT 
HUMMEL and his son MARKUS HUMMEL, all of 
whom live in Giitenbach, and by WERNER PINK of 
Furtwangen. LID WINA HUMMEL was represented 
by her grandson, JIM LEE of Nags Head, North 
Carolina, in the United States. ZAZILIA HUMMEL 
was represented by her grandchildren, ETHILD 
SCHLAGETER and her brother MANFRED KAI¬ 
SER, both of Furtwangen, and by VERONIKA 
WENGER, ofZollinkon, Switzerland 
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Lidwina Hummel 

ID WIN A HUMMEL was bora in Furtwangen 
October 30, 186L She died December 30, 
1947 in Durham, North Carolina, having reached the 
age of 86. We know that she was one of four children 
of BALBINA LANGENBACH and JAKOB 
HUMMEL, and that her father died in 1870 when she 
was still a very young girl. 

At this time we do not know how BALBINA 
supported her young family. We do know that she 
was a hat-maker. We do not know enough about her 
family or her husband’s family to speculate about how 
much financial support she may have received from 
them. 

We do know that the region of Baden was af¬ 
fected by the Seven Weeks’ War in 1866 between 
Prussia and Austria and then the Franco-Prussian War 
in 1870. The South German States, including Baden, 
were allied with Prussia in 1866, and cheerfully joined 
in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870. Baden became 
part of the German Empire when it was created in 
May, 1871. All wars are expensive, and the economy 
of the region surounding Furtwangen must have suf¬ 
fered. 

By 1890, for LID WIN A HUMMEL, approach¬ 
ing the age of 30 and still a spinster, immigration must 
have seemed an attractive alternative. In 1891 she 
immigrated to the United States, taking a job in Phila¬ 
delphia as a serving maid for a German family. She 
could speak little English, and could read less—al¬ 
though she was quite literate in her native German. 

Homesick and with few Mends in Philadelphia, 
LIDWINA saved her money for a return Mp to Ger¬ 
many. With her mother aged 80, her brother and her 
sisters married and with several nieces and nephews, 
she took a three-month vacation in 1898 and went 
home to Furtwangen. 

We do not know whether LIDWINA HUMMEL 
intended to remain in Germany or whether this was 
just meant to be a visit. But after three months she 
returned to Philadelphia. She was 36, still a spinster. 

On the return voyage LIDWINA met a German 
couple who were making their home in Durham, North 
Carolina. They continued to correspond, and soon 
they told her of a young German bachelor in North 
Carolina, working in Raleigh. 



Lidwina Hummel posed for this portrait in Philadephia, while 
she was working as a serving maid with a German family. 

Lidwina Hummel (top) and a group of her friends at 
the waterfall at Triberg during her visit in 1898. 
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L IDWINA HUMMEL yielded to the pleas of the 
Roll family to come to North Carolina. Still speak¬ 
ing only halting English, she took a job in the kitchen 
of a Catholic convent in Raleigh. EMIL KLEIN was 
working there as a gardener. 

The Roll family’s match-making worked, and the 
lonely lady from Furtwangen found a husband. 

According to the Census of the United States for 
the year 1900, EMIL KLEIN and LIDWINA 
HUMMEL had been married for one year. They were 
living at 402 Cary Street in Raleigh. She was listed as 
“LENA,” a 38-year-old housewife. EMIL was 35; 
he had been in the United States for more than five 
years and his occupation was as a florist. They rented 
their home. EMIL could read, write and speak En¬ 
glish, while LIDWINA could speak her new language. 

Germans were scarce in North Carolina in 1900. 
There were 1,191 people of German birth in the en¬ 
tire state. In the capitol city of Raleigh and surround¬ 
ing Wake County there were only 42 among a popu¬ 
lation of54,626. 


Emil Klein posed for this studio portrait in Oxford, North 
Carolina, probably while working at a nearby dairy farm. 



E MIL KLEIN had been a seminary student in 
Augsburg, studying for the priesthood, when he 
withdrew and walked off. He kept walking. There 
must have been a serious disagreement between EMIL 
and his family as well as with the Catholic Church; 
there was little communication and he talked very little 
about his past or his family in Germany. 




Emil Klein’s parents and sisters, in Augsburg, Germany. A 
notation identifies his mother as Auguste Klein and his fa¬ 
ther as August Klein. His father is wearing some decora¬ 
tions, perhaps from the Seven Weeks War in 1866 or the 
Franco-PrussianWarin 1870. Little more is known. Even 
if this were their Sunday best, the family obviously was not 
poor. Emil spoke English fluently. 

EMIL took a long walk, perhaps through the 
Brenner Pass as he crossed Austria on his way to Italy, 
where he j oined the French Foreign Legion. He served 
at least one enlistment period in the French Foreign 
Legion, presumably in North Africa. 

F AMILY legend has it that EMIL worked his way 
to Canada on a cattle boat. On June 25,1892, 
he declared his intention to become a citizen of the 
United States before the Jefferson County, New York 
clerk of court. He said that he had landed at the port 
of Ogdensburg, New York, in June, 1891. 
Ogdensburg is on the St. Lawrence River, across from 
Ontario and upstream from Montreal. 

On August 8,1901, EMIL KLEIN appeared 
before a district judge in Raleigh, North Carolina, and 
was “admitted a citizen of the United States, with all 
and every the privileges and advantages belonging to 
and accruing to the same.” The long walk was over. 
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E MIL KLEIN appears to have held a variety of 
jobs during his years in North Carolina, He 
worked for a while at a large dairy farm, Quail Roost, 
in northern Durham County. He worked as a gardener 
on the State Capitol grounds in Raleigh, planting some 
of the trees that still shade this historic square. He 
worked for North Carolina State College (now N.C. 
State University) in its agricultural department. 

These times were not easy LIDWINAhad two 
children, JOHN JOSEPH KLEIN, bom September 
6,1901, and MARY CECELIA KLEIN, bom June 
6, 1905. In between were several miscarriages; 
LIDWINA was 43 when her second child was bom. 

Not long after the birth of their second child, EMIL 
and LIDWINA moved to a house near the tiny com¬ 
munity of Funston, west of Durham. EMIL commuted 
to his job in Raleigh, taking a train and living during the 
week in a boarding house in Raleigh. This awkward 
arrangement allowed EMIL to save enough money to 
eventually buy land of his own. 

The United States Census of 1910 shows 
“LENA” KLEIN as head of household, with JOHN 
age 9 and MARY age 5. Both had attended school 
within the previous year. 


Celia Klein and her father Emil Klein, 



I N about 1912 EMIL was finally able to purchase 
his own land, 60 rocky acres and an old farm house 
off Reedy Creek Road, several miles from Caiy. He 
proudly named the property “My Dream Farm,” and 
proudly flew the American flag from a pole beside the 
house. He continued to work in Raleigh, on week¬ 
ends taking the train to Cary and walking the rest of 
the way. The children went to school in Caiy, riding in 
an open farm wagon behind their horse. 



My Dream Farm, probably in the 1940s. 


The census enumerator in 1920 was addled 
by the German names. Only 26 people in all of Wake 
County were German-bom, among a population of 
75,000. He listed EMIL as “Emial,” and LIDWINA 
as “Lina.” He was 55, and she was 58. Both were 
naturalized citizens, LIDWINA gaming her citizenship 
in 1908. JOHN KLEIN, age 18, had attended school 
within the past year, as had 14-year-old CELIA. 
JOHN and his father were shown as farmers. 

The United States Census of 1930 showed 
EMIL and TID WINA livng in Cary Township in Wake 
County, still on My Dream Farm. EMIL was 65, and 
LID WINA was 68. He was a fanner. Their children 
had moved away. 

By 1930 CELIA was married to ROBERT E. 
LEE, .JR., and had one child. They were living in nearby 
Durham. JOHN KLEIN had tired of life on the farm, 
and had gone west to Cochise County, Arizona, where 
he was working in the open-pit copper mines near 
Bisbee. He was 28, a bachelor, living in a rooming 
house in Lowell, Arizona. The census showed his 
occupation as “mucker,” presumably separating the 
copper ore from the surrounding earth and rock. He 
would later return to the farm in Wake County. 
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Lidwina and Emil Klein, at My Dream Farm, in the 1930s. 


E MIL KLEIN, was bom December 9, 1864 
in Augsburg, Germany. He died in 1938. After 
his death, LIDWINA soon moved to Durham to live 
with her daughter CECELIA. LIDWINA died De¬ 
cember 30,1947 in Durham, at the age of 86. 

LIDWINA remained with her daughter as she 
grew older and more feeble. She told tales of her 
childhood to her grandsons, and treasured a hand- 
cranked Victrola and some German-language records 
of her old favorites. She treasured her collection of 
old photographs, many of which appear in this book. 
She read her Mass book daily, long after she was too 
blind to see the German words, having memorized the 
passages many years earlier. 

LIDWINA and EMIL are buried beside each 
other in the old cemetery of the Reedy Creek Baptist 
Church. Near them is their son, JOHN JOSEPH 
KLEIN, who died March 22, 1984, and three of 
JOHN’S sons. 

The former My Dream Farm, now at the edge of 
Cary and North Carolina’s famed Research Triangle, 
has become some of the most valuable land in the state. 


J OHN JOSEPH KLEIN had married ANNIE L. 

AUTEN, bom October 24,1916. She died July 
l, 1983. Theyhad four sons: WILLIAM JOSEPH 
KLEIN, bom June 5,1937 and died September 14, 
2000; JAMES ROBERT KLEIN, bom October 7, 
1938 and died August 7,1990; JOHN EMIL KLEIN, 
bom October 22,1942 and died February 12,1999; 
and BENJAMIN FRANKLIN KLEIN, bom July 4, 
1945. 

BENJAMIN (BENNY) KLEIN still lives in Cary, 
and is married to the former BETTY JOAN 
SORRELL. She was bom January 24,1947. They 
have two children. BARBARA DENISE KLEIN was 
bom July 29,1969. Aregistered nurse, she is married 
to BENJAMIN SIMON GOODMAN and is mother 
of DEVON BENJAMIN GOODMAN, bom No¬ 
vember 4,2002. WILLIAM WESLEY KLEIN was 
bom June 17,1972, and is still single. 

What had been a 60-acre farm, planted with fruit 
trees and grape vines, has been sold or exchanged for 
other properties. BENNY and BETTY now own a 
farm in nearby Chatham County, with fish ponds and 
meadows, as a weekend and retirement home. They 
also own a home in Cary. 

The old homeplace, where LIDWINA and EMIL 
raised their children and where JOHN and ANNIE 
LOU raised their four boys, has been restored by the 
present owner, Dr. James Goodnight, and is still stand¬ 
ing proudly in its second century. 

James Robert Klein, Annie Lou Klein, and John Klein at 
their home near Cary, North Carolina. They struggled to 
earn a living from the rocky acres of “My Dream Farm,” 
raising tobacco as their principal cash crop. 
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Barbara Klein, her son Devon Benjamin Goodman (born No¬ 
vember 4,2002) and husband Benjamin Simon Goodman. 
Devon is a great-great-great grandson of Jakob and Bal- 
bina Hummel. 

B ENNY KLEIN and his wife BETTY have both 
been employed by Dr. Goodnight’s company, 
SAS. It is a leading software company, located less 
than a mile from the former My Dream Farm. As they 
approach retirement, they spend much of their spare 
time at a farm in Chatham County, North Carolina, 
with a restored farmhouse, a lake and a pasture sup¬ 
porting a herd of cattle. They also own a fish farm, a 
series of small ponds in which they can raise goldfish 
and other fish under controlled conditions. BEN 
GOODMAN, BARBARA KLEIN’S husband, is 
completing his studies as a teacher, and has joined the 
public schools system. He has previously worked as 
a counselor at several mental institutions. 


Benny and Betty Klein’s Chatham County, NC, farmhouse. 



M ARY CECELIA KLEIN married ROBERT 
EDWARD LEE December 5, 1925 in Cary. 
She died February26,1987 in Montgomery, Alabama. 
She had been a widow since the death of her husband 
on August 23,1980. He was a few months short of 
his eightieth birthday, and she was 81 at the time of 
her death. 

CELIA, as she was known, had two children. 
ROBERT EMILLEE was bom November 28,1926 
in Durham, North Carolina, and JAMES EDWARD 
LEE was bom October 19,1930. 


Celia Klein holds 
her son Robert Emil 
Lee in the spring of 
1927. She and her 
husband were living 
with his parents in 
Durham, North 
Carolina at the time. 
A second son would 
join them in 1930, 
James Edward (Jim) 
Lee. 



CELIA proved to be the perfect companion 
for her husband, managing a household through the 
Depression years of the 1930s while raising her two 
sons. She found time to raise a vegetable garden to 
help feed her family, sharing the garden chores with 
her husband. 

CELIA also found time to plant ornamental 
flowers, specializing in hybrid day lilies and Louisiana 
irises. Despite her limited formal education, she be¬ 
came an expert in local wildflowers. 


Cecelia Klein Lee, weeks before 
her death in 1987. She remained 
active and alert throughout her life, 
and left an abundance of friends in 
North Carolina and Alabama. 
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C ELIA KLEIN spoke only German at home until 
she started school, absorbing English from friends 
and schoolmates. The Klein home, which LID WIN A 
and EMIL purchased about 1912, was several miles 
from the little village of Cary. 

Brother JOHN KLEIN, four years older, drove 
the farm wagon over rocky and rutted dirt roads to 
the school in Cary. While winters in North Carolina 
are relatively mild, one can expect two or three snow- 
falls during anormal winter. During CELIA’S school 
years, the Klein family could not afford an automo¬ 
bile. When CELIA finished the 8th grade in Cary, 
LID WIN A insisted that she stay home and help on 
the farm. An 8th-grade education was not at all un¬ 
common in North Carolina in those years. 



Celia Klein stands beside a Model T Ford in 
this photo, taken sometime in the 1920s. 


r I TIE Roll Family of Durham had been instumental 
A inintroducing EMIL and LIDWINA KLEIN . By 
the 1920s, their florist business was thriving in the Lake- 
wood Park section of Durham. They had a number of 
young adults in the family, and had stayed in touch 
with the Klein Family in Cary. CELIA, a slender 
black-haired beauty, was introduced to a young man 
from the Lakewood Park community, ROBERT ED¬ 
WARD LEE. In June, 1925, when he was 24 and she 
was 20, they were married in Cary. 


ROBERT E. LEE, JR., worked for the City of Durham. 
COTTON, as he was known, had started as a 
surveyor’s assistant, but was soon promoted to a job 
as draftsman, and carried the title of “Office Engineer” 
when he retired 40 years later. He transformed field 
notes into finished maps, and eventually supervised an 
office staffed with college-trained engineers. 



Cotton and Celia Lee, sometime in the 1920s. 


COTTON LEE was an avid outdoorsman, 
and spent much of his limited free time hunting and 
fishing. In late winter, after the close of the hunting 
season, COTTON, CELIA and their sons often went 
hunting the barren fields for Indian arrowheads and 
broken Indian potteiy. 

hi 1938, they had saved for a new car. In¬ 
stead, they bought an abandoned farm, 160 acres with 
an old log cabin and a mile of frontage on a small river. 
They named this tract “Kuckleburr,” and it remained 
the center of Lee Family recreation for the next 40 
years, for their sons, grandchildren and cousins as 
well. It is now a mature tree farm, and the century-old 
cabin still stands amid tall pine trees. 
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R OBERT EMIL LEE III, elder son of CELIA 
and COTTON LEE, was bom November 27, 
1926 in Durham, North Carolina. He is married to 
the former HAZEL LEE BRANCH, also of Durham. 

BOB, as he is known, has had a distinguised ca¬ 
reer in forestry. After World War II service in the 
U.S. Navy, he attended DukeUniversity in Durham, 
obtaining a Bachelor’s Degree in Botany and a Mas¬ 
ter of Forestry degree a year later, in 1951. BOB and 
HAZEL were married in Durham, and after gradua¬ 
tion moved to BOB’ S first job with the United States 
Forest Service. His specialty was forest entomology, 
the study of insects that affect trees. 

BOB left the Forest Service to accept a job with 
the Union Bag Company, later to be Union Camp. 
He jolnedthat company in Savannah, Georgia, serv¬ 
ing first as a forest entomologist and then as a wood¬ 
lands manager. When Union Camp built a new mill 
near Prattville, Alabama, they transferred there. He 
became woodlands manager for all of the company’s 
lands in Alabama, about 4 million acres. 

During his employment in Alabama, BOB served 
as president of the Alabama Forestry Association, as 
a director of the American Forestry Association, and 
as an advisor to forestry schools at Duke University 
and Auburn University in Alabama. 

BOB and HAZEL are the parents of 
CATHERINE LEE, bom January 1,1958; and THO¬ 
MAS LEE, born January 1,1964. CATHERINE has 
5 children and l grandchild. 


Bob and 
Hazel Lee 
at home in 
Prattville, 
Alabama, 
1996. 



J AMES EDWARD LEE, younger son of CELIA 
and COTTON LEE, was bom October 19,1930 
in Durham. He was first married to the former 
MARIETTA DEUTSCH, and there were four chil¬ 
dren bom to this marriage. Subsequently he married 
HATTIE MAE WINDHAM. 

JIM also attended Duke University, obtaining a 
Master of Forestry degree in 1952. He directed a 
children’s museum in Durham for two years, then 
joined the North Carolina Wildlife Resources 
Commision staff in Raleigh, from 1954 to 1961. He 
then moved to Washington, D.C., where he served as 
assistant chief of public affairs for the Interior 
Department’s Bureau of Land Management until 1973. 

JIM enlisted in the North Carolina Army National 
Guard in 1948, and retired as a major in the U.S. 
Army Reserve in 1973. 

In 1973 JIM retired from the Interior Department 
with a medical disability, and the following year opened 
a retail camera shop, Jim’s Camera House, in Kill Devil 
Hills, North Carolina. This is on North Carolina’s 
Outer Banks, a barrier island system on the Atlantic 
Coast. JIM and HATTIE live now in Nags Head, 
beside Roanoke Sound. They sold the camera shop 
in 1997, and JIM has continued to do some teaching 
as well as photography. 


Jim and Hattie 
Lee in Kill 
Devil Hills, 
N.C., about 
1986. 


JIM has four children: MARY REGINA 
(1954); MARJORIE ELLEN (1956); DONALD 
ALEXANDER (1957); and EL IZA BETH CECELIA 
LEE (1959). They have provided 10 grandchildren. 
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Zazilia Hummel 

Z AZILIA HUMMEL was bom November 18, 
1864. The Anglicized spelling of her name is 
“CECILIA.” She died in 1927, aged about 63 years. 
She married GOTTLIEB MULLER, whose tombstone 
tells us was born in 1863. He was born in 
Tennenbronn, about 15 kilometers norhteast of 
Schonwald. 




Gottlieb Muller 


B ALBINA HUMMEL was living with ZAZILIA 
and GOTTLIEB MULLER when she died in 
1907. They were then living on the Rossleplatz in 
Furtwangen. ZAZILIA died in 1927, and GOTTLIEB 
in 193 5. GOTTLIEB MULLER was a baker by pro¬ 
fession, with his bakery on the Rossleplatz. 


Zazilia Hummel 

The marriage of ZAZILIA HUMMEL and 
GOTTLIEB MULLER produced eight children, four 
daughters and four sons. All of the children appear to 
have been bom in the area around Furtwangen. 

The children were ALFRED MULLER, 
MARIE MULLER, ERNST MULLER, OTTO 
MULLER, ANNAMULLER, FRffiDAMULLER, 
FRITZ MULLER, and HED WIG MULLER. 

OTTO MULLER, the fourth child, was bom 
in the early 1890s, and died when he was about 2 
years old. 

ALFRED, ERNST,FRITZ and HEDWIG all 
immigrated to the United States, to Connecticut 
MARIE, ANNA and FRIEDA remained in Germany. 


A charming por¬ 
trait of Zazilia 
Muller and two of 
her daughters, 
Frieda and Hed- 
wig. This photo 
was taken in 
Furtwangen. 
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A charming family portrait of the Muller family when there 
were only four children. Seated on the table is infant 0t£a 
Muller,: who died when he was about 2 years old. At left is 
probably Alfred, and below him is Ernst. Standing beside 
Zazilia is Marie Muller. 

B ETWEEN 188S and 1902 the Muller Family 
grew rapidly. The youngest, HEDWIG 
MULLER, was bom in 1902, and joined six other 
surviving children. In addition to the Mullers, there 
were first cousins from the families of AUGUST and 
FRIEDOLINA HUMMEL, and SERAPHINA and 
EMILIAN WEHRLE living in the Furtwangen area. 


The Rossleplatz, in 2003. 




Zazilia Hummel and Gottlieb Muller, later in life. She lived 
to 1927, and Gottlieb died in 1935. 

Furtwangen was then the c enter of the clock 
industry in Germany, and was served by a mil road which 
terminated a few blocks from the Rossleplatz. The 
bakery operated by GOTTLIEB MULLER was lo¬ 
cated on a side street leading to the Rossleplatz. It is 
near the city’s municipal center, and overlooks the River 
Breg. This river, a small stream a few miles from its 
beginning, flows some 1,770 miles to its mouth in Ro¬ 
mania, where it is the mighty Danube. The Muller chil¬ 
dren lived in this house, above the bakery. 

The Rossleplatz, near the tow n’s municipal center, is beside 
the River Breg. It is now a bus terminal. Gottlieb’s bakery 
was located beyond and around the corner from the terminal, 
in the house below. 









Mr 
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The Mueller girls; Anna, Frieda, Hedwig and Marie. 


f I v f I E attraction that Connecticut held for the young 
X men in the Mueller family was the clock industry. 
ALFRED, ERNST and FRITZ MUELLER all moved 
to Connecticut, home of Seth Thomas in Thomaston 
and Lux Clock in Waterbury. Daughter HEDWIG, 
married to FRITZ FACKLER, also immigrated to 
Connecticut. 

None of the family appeared in the 1920 United 
States Census, but by 1930 all do appear. 

During the years that followed World War I, the 
German economy during life of the Weimar Republic 
was plagued by runaway inflation and unemployment 
Enormous wartime debts, followed by reparations 
demanded by the Allies, made economic recovery seem 
impossible. Inflation ruined many middle-class Ger¬ 
mans. Unemployment remained epidemic throughout 
the 1920s. For all of the challenges associated with 
moving to another country, immigration appeared to 
be the wisest choice for the Mueller family. 

The Muellers were able to put their skills towork 
in Waterbury and Thomaston, bringing with them the 
clock-making heritage of Furtwangen. 


T HE 1930 United States Census fills in a lot of 
facts about the members of the Mueller family 
who immigrated to America. They arrived over a 
four-year period, from 1925 to 1928. 

First to come was FRITZ MUELLER, who was 
a skilled watch repairman, having studied the trade 
in England prior to World War I. He was interned in 
Great Britain. He was 20 years old in 1914.. FRITZ 
MUELLER arrived in 1925. He was single at the 
time. When he came to the United States he was30 
or 31. He married MARY MUCKLE, who was bom 
in Connecticut of German parents. At the time of 
their marriage he was 33 and she was 28. 

In 1930, FRITZ MUELLER and MARY were 
living on Chipman Street Extension in Waterbury. 
They owned their home, valued at $6,000. They 
owned a radio. He was employed as a watch repair¬ 
man at a jewelry store. 

ERNST MUELLER reached Connecticut in 
1926, joined a year later by his wife and daughter 
MARGARET. He was 39 in 1930, and she was 33. 
By the time of the 1930 Census they were joined by 
RUTH MUELLER, age L They rented a house, 
paying $45 monthly rent. 

ALFRED MUELLER arrived in 1927, leaving 
his wife FRIEDA KUNER and their son MAX be¬ 
hind in Germany. They would arrive in 1928. By 
1930, ALFRED was 42 and FRIEDA was 38. M AX, 
their son, was 17. At the time of their marriage 
ALFRED was 25 and FRIEDA was 21. In 1930 
they owned a home on Center Street in Thomaston, 
valued at $4,500. They owned a radio. ALFRED 
was employed as a toolmaker in a clock shop, and 
MAX was employed as an apprentice toolmaker. 

HEDWIG MUELLER had married FRITZ 
FACKLER about 1924, when she was 21 and he 
was 24. By 1930, they had a son, BERNARD, bom 
in 1925. They moved from Germany to Connecticut 
in 1927. In 1930 they were renting a home in 
Thomaston, paying $25 monthly for rent. They also 
owned a radio. 

FRITZ FACKLER was listed as working in a 
clock shop, presumably the Seth Thomas Company, 
doing “bench work.” They were added to the Cen¬ 
sus rolls on April 25,1930. 

All of the immigrants were shown as speaking 
German in the home before coming to the United 
States, all were able to read and write, and all were 
able to speak English in their new country. 
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Alfred Muller 


MitEin Umlaut 

A 4TJLLER is the German spelling of the name, 
iVlmeaning “miller/’ or grinder of grains. The 
two dots over the vowel; called an umlaut, affect 
the pronunciation. To achieve the same pronuncia¬ 
tion in English, an “c” is added and the name be¬ 
comes the Americanized MUELLER. 


The Muller family was, and remains, a very 
close-knit group of 1brothers, sisters, chi ldren and cous¬ 
ins, both in Connecticut and in Germany. Those who 
immigrated to Connecticut often travelled back to 
Germany, long before the convenience of trans-At¬ 
lantic flight and the high-speed rail connections within 
Germany. Furtwangen, no longer served by a rail¬ 
road, is reached by two-lane highways from the north, 
west and south, and is connected to the Autobahn to 
the east by a two-lane highway beside the River Breg, 



A LFRED MULLER was bom in 1888. In about 
1913 he married FRIEDA KUNER . He was 
25, and she was 21. A son, MAX MULLER, was 
bom soon afterward._ 


Alfred Muller and Frieda Kuner 

ALFRED MUELLER immigrated to the United 
States in 1927, leaving his wife and son behind. They 
followed in 1928. By 1930, they were living on Cen¬ 
ter Street in Thomaston, Connecticut, and both 
ALFRED and MAX were employed—probably at 
the Seth Thomas factory in Thomaston. 

ALFRED was a tool-maker, and the 1930 
Census showed MAX as an apprentice tool-maker. 
Apparently ALFRED also lived in Waterbury, 

MAX MUELLER married MALFADO 
(Muffy) SCHIAPPECASSE, and they too had one 
son, PAUL MUELLER. 

PAUL MU ELLER, grandson of ALFRED and 
FRIEDA, was last living in California. Fie has one 
daughter, KELLY MUELLER. 



The wedding party for Frieda Kuner andAlfred Muller was 
held at a restaurant across the street from Gotlieb Muller’s 
home. To Alfred’s left is Zazilia Miiller and Gottlieb Muller. 
This was a postcard sent May 12,1912 to Fritz Muller, who 
was then living in Gernsbach. 
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_ . _ ^ J ^ „ ever, he threw his gun around and shot to the back, I 

Christmas Eve, December 24, 1914 to the front . Unfortunate i ywas still cold and some 
Nthesummerof i9 hi the Imperial Crennan Army of the cartridges were frozen so that his gun often 
.mobilized to fight wars on both the Eastern and failed. But with all their might they bred with infan- 

-1 T.'DX'CT Mi'n 1 „ * __ j u _ j ‘ n . __ 


Western fronts. Corporal ERNST MULLER, a 
machine gunner, had been trained near Graudenz, 
on the Vistula River. His unit marched in late De¬ 
cember to the Russian front, in what is now Poland, 
and fought a fierce battle with the Russian forces. 
He described the battle in a letter to his mother, 
ZAZ1LIA IIUMMEL MULLER, who forwarded a 
copy to her cousin, MRS. GABRIEL VOGL in 
Marshall, Misouri. Fol lowing is a translation of the 
letter, which appeared in a German-language news- 
; paper in Kansas C ity in 1915: 

“On the morning of December 24 a Russian 
position was taken in bloody battle in storm by our 
regiment. We were still in reserve with our machine 


try rifles and pistols between, and with ri lie butts many 
Russians were cut down. So the 1.000 Russian^. hum j 
our small company of 20 men with two machine guns, 
and afterward the Artillery firing between, retreated 
with many casualties, 

“AH this was just a bit of sport—now came 
the worst part. The returning Infantry brought to our 
Afthlery the report that the Russians broke through 
and took our position. Then they aimed their tire- 
power on the trenches in which we were lying. This 
was frightful. Shot after shot fell in before and be- ! 
hind. A shell struck the ground next to me within 
handrcach. But it was Christmas Eve and the 
Christchild was with us. No man was wounded, 

“Twenty minutes this terrible firepower lasted. 


guns. Then that evening came the ordei that the 2nd Once more the Russians sought to attack, but were 
team (to which my men belonged) must go to the front easily repelled. Now it gradually became quiet again, 
line to support the Infantry. Now vve went into the We rebuilt our covering which was shot, up by the 


trenches on Christmas Eve. ^ .. 

only a few shots let us know the closeness of the 
enemy. We came successfully forward and waited 
behind a burnt-out house for further orders. There 


artillery and at 1 o’clock everything was finished. Now 
we sat in the foxholes and sang Christmas songs. Af¬ 
terward the watches were arranged and the others 
^ e Pt- 

“Christmas morning greeted us with glorious 


still laid here many wounded from the battle of this weather. From the distance, behind the battlcfront, 
morning. From the distance could be heard Christ- glorious Christmas music sounded over to us. Before 
mas music and it made us sad. and beside us Was the battlefield with many dead and 

“Meanwhile the order came for us to go into wounded. Only now could we see the effect our ma- 
action and wc burrowed our machine guns into the chine guns had yesterday morning. A W;. 

trendies. Toward 10 o’clock—all was quiet—we “In the afternoon our company commander, 

received meals sent ot ns. We had our meal in iij came to us and praised our conduct. My right guard 
lence; our Infantry was still occupied with rebuilding and a man from another machine gun received the 
the trenches. Iron Cross, the most beautiful Chriustmas gift. That 

“Suddenly from the left came the call, ‘The evening we were released and oil the 2nd Feast Day 
Russians are coming! 5 In the moonlight we could see we had a Field Mass amidst the cannon thunder, 
whole hordes of Russians, very close to our position “I cannot describe how miraculous this Christ¬ 

and in some sections already behind. Unfortunately mas was, the most beautiful 1 have yet experienced, 
the largest part of the Infantry ran back behind, and and J thank God for His Providence. Today on New 
we were left alone with the machine guns. But we Year’s Eve it was also very solemn. At 12 o’clock all 
ran to our gun* and by the flash of a Hare 50 meters the artillery bred. The Russians must have beeii 
ahead we could see the attacking Russians. pleased with the New Year’s greeting. We would 


trendies. Toward 10 o’clock—all was quiet—we 
received meals sent ot us. We had our meal in si¬ 
lence; our infantry was still occupied with rebuilding 
the trenches. 

“Suddenly from the left came the call, ‘The 
Russians are coming! 5 In the moonlight we could see 
whole hordes of Russians, very close to our position 
and in some sections already behind. Unfortunately 
the largest part of the Infantry ran back behind, and 
wc were left alone with the machine guns. But we 
ran to our guns and by the flash of a flare 50 meters 
ahead we could see the attacking Russians. 


“1 commanded, ‘Achtung! Keep firing!’ And hope that this New Year will bring luck, Viglwapd 
my right guard called out. ’This is a feed. 5 The guns reunion—WeidersehenZ 
fired as designed, one cartridge after another. The ERNST MULLER was 23 years old when 

Russians moved back from this place. Ii did not go this letter was written to his mother, 
so wcl I for my friend on the gun next to me. Here the 
Russians were in greater numbers behind us. How- 
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Marie Muller 

ARIE MULLER remained in Germany, and 
mamied ALFRED SCHULTHEISS. We are 
fortunate that ALFRED SCHULTHEISS was a skilled 
photographer. He left a number of pleasing and in¬ 
formative pictures of his family, and we have been 
able to share these pictures with the help of their daugh¬ 
ter, VERONIKA SCHULTHEISS WENGER. 


A portion of a group picture of 
the Miiller girls, this shows 
young Marie Muller, dressed 
in her Sunday finery. She w as 
born about 1890, and was in her 
teens w hen this picture was 
made. 




ALFRED SCHULTHEISS was in military ser¬ 
vice when he married MARIE MULLER. The wed¬ 
ding took place in Furtwangen October 27,1917. 

With a dashing young Alfred Schultheiss and his bride, 
Made Muller, are the top-hatted fathers and the mothers in 
black. Zazilia and Gottlieb Muller are at left. 




Marie and Alfred with their w edding gilts, October 27,1917. 


At some point the Schultheiss family moved 
to Niimberg, but they kept their attachment to 
Furtwangen. This is shown by a number of pictues 
with the Schultheiss children and their Furtwangen 
cousins. 

There were three children of MARIE 
MULLER and ALFRED SCHULTHEISS: 

THEO SCHULTHEISS was the eldest. 

WERNER SCHULTHEISS, another son, 
was the middle child. 

VERONIKA SCHULTHIESS, bom in No¬ 
vember, 1923, was the youngest child. 

The Schultheiss Family, sometime in the 1920s, with Alfred 
standing beside Marie, with the three children around her. 
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Happy times, with Marie and Alfred Schultheiss on a picnic, 
with Marie cooking over an open fire. 


W E find a wide variety of family pictures, prob¬ 
ably taken by Alfred Schultheiss with an ad¬ 
justable camera and self-timer. He appears in many 
of the photos. Others, of course, are studio portraits. 



Happy Birthday! Marie Schultheiss and her daughter 
Veronika pose for a birthday portrait May 29,1929. 

Both sons served in World War IT. THEO 
SCHULTHEISS, who grew up in Niimberg, was in 
the German submarine service. He survived a sinking 
off the coast of Florida, and was interned in Arizona 
as a prisoner of war for the remainder of the war. He 
died in 1980. WERNER SCHULTHEISS lost his 
right arm to a grenade on the Russian front. He died 



Theo Schultheiss in his World War II uniform, while he was 
a member of the German Navy’s Submarine Service. 


in 2001. A son of WERNER SCHULTHEISS, 
HAROLD SCHULTHIESS, married a cousin, 
FRANZISKA KAISER, granddauhterofFRIEDA 
MULLER. They subsequently divorced. 



MARIE MULLER, above, 
as she appeared in Feb¬ 
ruary, 1965. ALFRED 
SCHULTHEISS was 
photographed in 1961. 
They lived in Niimberg, 
where both of their sons 
were living when they 
died. MARIE MULLER 
was bom in Furtwangen 
February 19,1890 


VERONIKA was born 
November 1, 1923 in 
Niimberg. She married 
HEINZ WENGER and 
moved to Switzerland. He 
was a manufacturer, but 
was killed in a light airplane 
crash several years ago. 
She lives in Zollinkon, 
Switzerland, a few kilo¬ 
meters south of Zurich. 









Ernst Muller in his World War I Uniform 

Ernst Muller 

E RNST MULLER was born February 22,1891 
in Furtwangen. He reached Connecticut in 1926, 
and was joined a year later by his wife, MARIA 
LUISA HERMANN. They had one daughter, 
MARGARET MULLER, who was also bom in Ger¬ 
many. 

MARGARET MULLER was bom December 9, 
1922. Her sister RUTH was bom in Waterbury on 
January 22, 1929, and the youngest daughter, 
CECELA MUELLER, was bom August 27,1934, in 
Waterbury, Connecticut. All three sisters survive, with 
16 children among them. Note that the name changes 
from Muller to Mueller in the United States. 

By 1930, ERNST MUELLER was renting a 
house at 187 Plaza Avenue in Waterbury, Conecticut, 
paying $45.00 monthly in rent. His landlord, living 
downstairs, was ROBERT HERR. Years later, daugh¬ 
ter MARGARET MUELLER would marry the 
HERRS* nephew, FREDERICK WILLIAM HERR, 
JR.. ERNST MUELLER was listed in the 1930 United 
States Census as a clockmaker, at the Lux Clock Com¬ 
pany plant in Waterbury. 


Ernst Muller and Marla Luisa Hermann on their wedding 
day in Furtwangen, May 14,1921. Across the street from 
Gottlieb Muller’s home and bakery was this restaurant, 
where most of the Muller family receptions were held. 

ERN ST MUELLER died March 29,1961, in 
Waterbury, Connecticut, and LUISA HERMANN, 
who was bom in 1897, died October 10,1991. 

Ernst Mueller (in necktie) and his wife Luisa celebrate at a 
Black Forest festival, probably in 1956 and probably in 
Furtwangen, The couple at left are wearing traditional 
Black Forest costunes, including the hats. 
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E RNST MULLER, whose World War I story is 
told in a letter to his mother on page 44, sur¬ 
vived the war and married in 1921. LUISE pre¬ 
sented him with their first child in 1922. In 1926 he 
immigrated to Connecticut, to be joined by his wife 
and daughter in 1927. They first lived in Waterbury, 
where he was employed by the Lux Clock Com¬ 
pany in Waterbury. 



Ernst and Luise Mueller, about 1954 

In 1929, RUTH MUELLER joined the fam¬ 
ily on January 22. Then, on August 27,1934, the 
youngest daughter, CECILIA Mueller, j oined the fam¬ 
ily. She was named after her grandmother, and in 
Furtwangen she’d be known as “Hut Balbina’s 
Zazilia s bua Zdzilia . ” 










The three daughters of Ernst and Luise Mueller, 1988. 
Left to right are Margaret Mueller Herr, Ruth Mueller 
Curtin, and Cecilia Mueller MacSweeney. 

C ARRYING on the German traditions in Con¬ 
necticut, members of the Mueller family hold 
some large reunions, complete with Black Forest spe- 

in food and drink. Here is -, 

Cecilia, dressed as a bar- 
maid, in a 1988 newspa¬ 
per photo. She is wealing 
the traditional Black For¬ 
est straw hat, festooned 
with pompons, and carry¬ 
ing a tray of German beers 
for an Oktoberfest cel¬ 
ebration. The Mueller sis¬ 
ters arc spread from Con- - 1 

necticutto Pennsylvania to California, with 16 chil¬ 
dren among them. 


A gathering of the family, shortly af¬ 
ter World War II in 1946 at Fritz 
Mueller’s home on Chipman Street in 
Waterbury. Top row: Fritz Fackler, 
Max Mueller, Ens. Ben Fackler, Mar¬ 
garet Mueller, Fritz Mueller, Ernst 
Mueller, Alfred Mueller. Seated are 
Hedwig Fackler, Muffy Mueller (wife 
of Max Mueller), Mary Mueller, Luise 
Mueller, and Frieda Mueller. In front 
are Ruth Mueller, Richard Mueller, 
and Cecilia Mueller. 




Ml 
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Margaret Mueller 

M ARGARET MUELLER was bom in Germany, 
December 9, 1922. Her father, ERNST 
MUELLER, immigrated to Connecticut in 1926, and 
MARGARET and her mother LUISE followed the 
next year. She grew up in Waterbury, Connecticut, 


and married FREDERICK WILLIAM HERR, JR. 



First of the children of Ernst and Luise Mueller to marry 
was Margaret Mueller, who married Bill Herr August 27, 
1946. They had known each other since childhood. 


FREDERICK WILLIAM HERR HI, who 
was bom February 4, 1948, married THERESA 
DOWNEY. They have two children, MEREDITH 
HERR and JAMES HERR. MEREDITH is married 
to TODD BOOKLESS, and JAMES is married to 
LINDSEY FLOWERS. 

JEAN HERR was bom August 2,1953, and 
married JAMES T. BOWEN. They have four sons, 
JIM, STEVEN, JEFFREY and PETER. 

MARILYN HERR was bom February 26, 
1955, and was married to JOH^ BORIE. They are 
now divorced. 

In addition to being a 
busy grandmother, MARGA¬ 
RET has followed sueh inter¬ 
ests as ice skating, learning to 
dance on ice. She has had to 
retire from that sport. She has 
also had to curtail her love for 
travel, though she loved to visit 
Furtwangen in earlier years. 



Margaret Mueller, 
1946 


4V JT ARGARET MUELLER andBILL HERR were 
JL V JLmarried August 27,1946 in Waterbury, and had 
three children, BILLY, JEAN and MARILYN HERR. 


MARGARET and BILL first moved to New 
Orleans, Lousiana, then to Ohio, and finally to Phila¬ 
delphia, Pennsylvania. MARGARET, widowed since 
1984, now lives in Orel and, Pennsylvania. 


Margaret Mueller and son Bill Herr, December, 2003. 


Jean, Bill and Marilyn Herr, December 2003. 
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Ruth Mueller 


Marilyn and Jean Herr standing, with mother Margaret 
Mueller seated. 

MARGARET HERR now lives in Oreland, 
Pennsylvania. Through much of her life she has been 
known as ‘‘Maude.” Oreland, in Montgomery County, 
Pennsylvania, is a few miles north of Philadelphia. 


R UTH MUELLER was bom in Waterbury, Con¬ 
necticut, January 22, 1929. She married 
HENRY CURTIN, who was bom December 1,1922 
and died January 27,1996. They had five children. 

KAREN CURTIN, who was bom in June, 1951, 
was first married to JIM BOOTH. She was then mar¬ 
ried to DAVE HOUDE, and subsequently divorced. 
On April 19,1996, she married ALS ANNA. They 
live in Branford, Connecticut. 

KATHY CURTIN, bom August 24,1952, was 
first married to ARMAND FRIGON, and then mar¬ 
ried to ROCCO CAPOZZI. They live in Laguna 
Beach, California. 

JOHN CURTIN, bom December 11, 1956, is 
married to CHERT GIBSON. They live in Clover, 


In 1936, the mother of Luise Hermann Mueller became ill, 
and Luise and her daughter, Ruth Mueller, visited her in 
Germany. Ruth was then about six years old. 



Big day in the Herr Family, with the marriage of daughter 
Meredith to Todd Bookless. At left is father Bill Herr, be¬ 
side his wife Theresa. At right is son James Herr, who has 
since married Lindsey Flowers. 

FREDERICK WILLIAM HERR, JR. (BILL) 
died January 23,1984. In college he had studied with 
the hope of entering dental school, but in the aftermath 
of World War II there were long waiting lists. He 
took job selling industrial chemicals in New Orleans. 
After two years the young family moved to Ohio, and 
then to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he remained 
until his death. 
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South Carolina, and have one daughter, MELISSA 
NATALIE CURTIN, bom September 29,1983. 

KIM MARIE CURTIN lives in Waterbury, Con¬ 
necticut. She was bom September 30,1958. 

JAMES CURTIN, bora January 31,1961, who 
is married to LIZ McALLEN, is the father of three: 
daughter JAMIE FRANCES CURTIN, bom De¬ 
cember 5, 1988; son RYAN PATRICK CURTIN, 
born April 20, 1991; and son THOMAS HENRY 
CURTIN, bom July 11,1995. 


Ruth Mueller, at a family 
gathering in 1946. She 
was then 17, and would 
later marry Henry Curtin 
and have 5 children. 



I N September, 2001, RUTH MUELLER CURTIN 
moved to Memiaid Street in Laguna Beach, Cali¬ 
fornia. A daughter, KATHY CURTIN, now married 
to ROCCO C APOZZI, also lives in Laguna Beach. 
RUTH worked over 50 years as a registered nurse, 
retiring in 1994. HENRY CURTIN worked for the 
Waterbury Police Department for 35 years as a pa¬ 
trolman, detective, and liason officer with die State’s 
Attorney’s Office. Although she lives 3,000 miles west 
of her sisters, RUTH makes several trips a year to the 
East Coast to visit her sisters, chi ldren and grandchil¬ 
dren.. 


The Henry Curtin Family at Easter, 1983. Standing behind 
are Kim, Janies and John, In front are Ruth, Henry, Karen 
and Kathy. Henry died in January, 1996. 



Cecilia Mueller 


C ECILIA MUELLER is the youngest daughter of 
ERNST MUELLER and LUISE HERMANN. 
She was bom August 27, 1934. She was bom in 
Waterbury, and now lives in Westbrook, Connecticut 
with her husband, JOHN MacSWEENEY. They have 
eight children. 


Ceil Mueller was about 12 
years old at this family re¬ 
union in 1946. She was the 
youngest of the three daugh¬ 
ters of Ernst and Luise 
Mueller. She is named after 
her grandmother, Zazilia 
Hummel, 



From 1955 to 1993, JOHN and CEIL oper¬ 
ated the Watertown Rest Home, finally retiring in 1995 
to Weestbrook on the Connecticut shoreline. JOHN 
has also worked for the Connecticut Department of 
Motor Vehicles, retiring as a sergeant in 1992. 



John MacSweeney and Cecilia Mueller were married March 
17, 1954. From left, Ernst and Luise Mueller, John 
MacSweeney, the newly married Cecilia Mueller 
MacSweeney, Ruth Mueller Curtin, and Henry Curtin. On 
a bench are standing Karen and Kathy Curtin. 


TTM Mac SWEENEY, was bom January 10, 
1956, in Waterbury, Connecticut, and was formerly 
married to CARRIE CLARK with whom he had one 
child, JESSE CLARK, bom April 15,1979. He is 
now married to ROBERTA MURTAGH, with a step¬ 
son, SHAWN ALEXANDER, bom 1978, and a 
daughter, KATIE MacSWEENEY, bom 1981. 
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NANCY MaCS WEENEY was bom March 30, 
1958 in Waterbury, and is married to JOE CALO. 
They have two daughters, ABBIE CALO, bom 1982, 
and REBECCA CALO, bom 1990. 

JOHN MaCSWEENEY U was bom February 
1,1959, and was married to DEBBIE They had two 
children, JOHN MaCSWEENEY IE, bom 1983,and 
MORGAN Mac SWEENEY, bom 1985. They are 
now divorced, 

STEVE MacSWEENEY was bom May 15, 
1960, in Waterbury, Connecticut, and is married to 
MARCIA GRENIER. They have three children: 
STEVE MaCSWEENEY, JR., bom 1981; MAT¬ 
THEW MaCSWEENEY, bom 1985; and EMMA 
MacSWEENEY, bom January 6,1992. 

MARGARET MacSWEENEY was bom in 
Waterbury, Connecticut, June 30,1961, and was mar¬ 
ried to RON LAPOINTE. They are now divorced. 
Two children were bom to this marriage, WAY LON 
LAPOINTE in 1980 and JAMES LAPOINTE in 
1981. JAMES died July 26,2001 

LAURA MacSWEENEY was also 
bom in Waterbury, Connecticut, February 12,1963, 
and was married to KEIL DAY. Two children were 
bom of this marriage, LOUISA DAY in 1982 and 
CARRIE DAY in 1983. After a divorce, LAURA 
subsequently married DENNIS O’CONNOR, and 
they have twins, JOSEPH O’CONNOR and ELIZA¬ 
BETH O’CONNOR, born September 23, 1992. 


LAURA and DENNIS were divorced in 2003. 

TOM MacSWEENEY was bom December 29, 
1965, and is married to GRETCHEN BERRIOS. 
They have two sons, PATRICK MICHAEL 
MacSWEENEY , bom November 6, 1991; and 
TYLER THOMAS MacSWEENEY, bom Octoiber 
31,1997. They live in Vero Beach, Florida. 

JOAN MacSWEENEY, bom March 2, 1971, 
is the youngest daughter of JOHN and CEIL 
MacSWEENEY. She lives in Bethlehem, Connecti¬ 
cut, and is a science teacher. In 2003 she received a 
Master of Science degree from Southern Connecticut 
State University. 

After their retirement. JOHNand CEIL 
MacSWEENEY bought a Colonial-era home in 
Westbrook, and have spent several years restoring it 
to its original condition. They also have restored a 
1930’s Model A Ford, a truly classic automobile. 

And on August 8, 2001, JOHN and CEIL 
MacSWEENEY became great-grandparents with the 
birth of TIMOTHY JAMES GENE OSBORN, son 
of KATIE MacSWEENEY and CHRIS OSBORN. 
KATIE is the daughter of TIM MacSWEENEY, the 
oldest son of JOHN and CEIL. v * 



A huge reunion of mem¬ 
bers of the Mueller, Lee 
and Kaiser families was 
held May 15,1988 at the 
home of John and Cecilia 
MacSweeney In Water- 
town, Connecticut. Man¬ 
fred Kaiser of Furt- 
wangen and his son Dr. 
Joachim Kaiser came 
from Germany, as well as 
Bob and Hazel Lee from 
Alabama and Beth Lee 
from New Jersey. Muffy 
and Max Mueller were 
there, along with the 
Facklers and friend 
GerdaWehrle, 
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Anna Muller 

A NNA MULLER was bom in the 1890s in 
Furtwangen. She was the second daughter of 
ZAZELIA HUMMEL and GOTTLIEB MULLER. 




About 1965, standing are Luise Mueller, Hedwig Fackler 
and Marie Schultheiss. Seated are Anna Muller Hirt 
and her stepson Helmut Hirt, who took the name Pius at 
the Benedictine Cloister in Schweiklberg, Germany. 

ANNA MULLER married a widower, KARL 
HIRT, and brought a child, HARRY, into the mar¬ 
riage. She had one child by KARL HIRT. Shebe- 
Anna Muller, daughter of Cecilia and Gotlieb Muller. came step-mother to KARL HIRT’S children. 


The Karl Hirt Family, with 
Anna Muller and Karl Hirt 
seated behind. Anna is holding 
an infant born of this mar¬ 
riage; this infant died early. 
Between Anna and Karl is 
Karl’s daughter, Maria. At 
lower left is Harry, who took 
the name Hirt. In front are 
Eugene, Frans, Helmut and 
Lothar. Lothar was killed in 
action in World War II, and 
Helmut became Brother Pius, 
a Benedictine brother. 






Frieda Muller and Adolf Kaiser on their wedding day in 
Furtwangen. They were married at the Rdsselplatz, where 
Frieda’s father, Gottlieb Muller, maintained a bakery shop 
for many years. 


Frieda and Alfred Kaiser in a rural setting near 
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Frieda Muller, in a formal studio portrait as a girl. 


F RIEDA MULLER came along while the Mtiller 
Family was still living in Fmtwangen, in the same 
year as the fire that destroyed the Rotenbauemhof in 
1898. FRIEDA MULLER married ADOLF KAI¬ 
SER, and continued to live in Furtwangen until her 
death in 1969. 

MANFRED KAISER, who lives in Furtwangen 
and still maintains a delivery route in his Mercedes, 
has two granddaughters, MARA and LEA KAISER 
from son JOACHIM’S marriage to GABY ZAPF. 
DR. JOACHIM KAISER has his medical practice in 
Singen, in Baden-Wurttemberg, close to the Swiss 
border. MANFRED’S daughter BRIGITTE, mar¬ 
ried to ALEX KEENZLER, has one son, MANUEL 
KIENZLER, bom in 1986. 

ETHILD KAISER, married to the late ARTUR 
SCHLAGETER, has three grandchildren from the 
marriage of her daughter BARBARA SCHLAGETER 
to URBAN KLAUSMAN. They are MARCUS, 
STEFANIE, and FLORIAN KLAUSMAN. They 
live in Furtwangen, ETHILD also has a son, THO¬ 
MAS SCHLAGETER now divorced. 



Above: Manfred Kaiser, son of Frieda Muller, at lunch be¬ 
side the Bodensee. Below, his sister, Ethild Schlageter, ay 
home on Bauman Strasse in Furtwangen. 
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Fritz Muller 

F RITZ MULLER was the first of the Muller Fam¬ 
ily to immigrate to the United States, arriving at 
Ellis Island in 1923. He was 30 or 31, having been 
bom about 1895 in Furtwangen. He was single. 

When he was 20, FRITZ MUELLER went to 
England to study watch-making. He went to 
Liverpool, where the Kuss Family owned a jewelry 
store. Their uncle, Francis Xavier Wehrle, from 
Furtwangen, had immigrated in the early 1900s to 
Thomaston, Connecticut. His wife was a Faller from 
Giitenbach. 


Fritz Muller at his 
confirmation, about 
1907, in Furtwangen. 


FRITZ was in Liverpool when World War I be¬ 
gan, and was interned as an enemy alien. The ap¬ 
prentice watch-maker spend the warplaying chess on 
the Isle of Man. In 1923, during a peri od of runaway 
inflation and widespread unemployment, he sailed for 
America. 

FRITZ arrived in America aboard the S.S. 
Bremen, which had sailed from Bremen, Germany. He 
stated that his destination was Kansas City, Missouri, 
and that his passage had been paid by his cousin, 
AUGUST HUMMEL, living at 5547 Highland Av¬ 
enue, Kansas City. He brought his fortune with him; 
he had $30 with which to begin life in America. 

FRITZ probably intended all along to go to Con¬ 
necticut. He had connections there, and he was al¬ 
ready qualified as a watchmaker. On the immigration 
form he identified himself as a “watsch-maker,” mak¬ 
ing him a prime prospect for employment in the large 
clock industry in Waterbary and Thomaston. 




Fritz Mueller and Mary Muckle pose for their weddug por¬ 
trait. Mary was born of German parents. 

Within a couple of years, FRITZ met and married 
MARY MUCKLE, who had been bom in Connecti¬ 
cut of German parents. He was 33, and she was 28 
when they marri ed. In the United States Census of 
1930 they were shown living on Chipman Street Ex¬ 
tension in Waterbury, in their own home. FRITZ was 
working as a watch repairman in a jewelry store. 

FRITZ MUELLER and MARY MUCKLE had 
one son, DICK MUELLER. DICK MUELLER, who 


Dick Mueller, at the Mueller 
Family reunion in 1946. He was 
the only child of Fritz Mueller 
and Mary Muckle. 
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was bom June 11, 1932 in Waterbury, first married 
to FLORENCE ELSIE MILLER, with whom he had 
four children: 

GLENN RICHARD MUELLER, bom Febru- 
ary2,1956, married SANDRA BANSLABEN and 
lias two sons, NATHAN RICHARD MUELLER and 
JOSHUA GLENN MUELLER. 

WAYNE RUSSELL MUELLER, bom May 10, 
1957, is married to YOLANDA REYES and has 
two children: MICAH JAMES MUELLER and 
HANNAH NILS A MUELLER. 

LYNN ANNE MUELLER, bom April 21,1961, 
married ADOLF OSANTTCH, has two children and 
is now divorced. The children are MATTHE W RI¬ 
CHARD OSANITCH and HOLLIE ANN 
OSANITCH. 

RICHARD CARL MUELLER, bom October 4, 
1968, is married to NICOLE RENE STARTUP. They 
have one child, JONAH RICHARD MUELLER. 

After the birth of their four children, DICK 
MUELLER and FLORENCE MILLER were di¬ 
vorced in 1974, and DICK subsequently married 
PATRICIA ROWE. 

FRITZ MUELLER eventually kept his prom¬ 
ise to meet his Kansas City cousins, travelling there by 
Model T Ford. He was also a frequent visitor to his 
aunt, LIDWINA HUMMEL, in North Carolina. 

FRITZ, who was born January 5,1896, died 
in March, 1970. His wife, MARY MUCKLE, was 
bom December 6,1901, according to Social Secu¬ 
rity records, and died in November, 1982. Both were 
living in Waterbury at the time of their deaths. 




This photo, taken sometimeabout 1930, includes the couple 
on the left identified as Alfred and Erna Wehrle. The baby is 
Ruth Mueller, being held by her father, Ernst Mueller. Next 
is Ernst’s wife, Luise, with a hand on daughter Margaret. 
The young boy is Ben Fackler, standing in front of his par¬ 
ents, Hedwig and Fritz Fackler. Next are Mary (wearing a V- 
neckcd dress) and Fritz Mueller, then Frieda, Max and Alfred 
Mueller. The background is Center Street in Thomaston. 

DICK MUELLER became a skilled tool- 
maker, beginning as an apprentice at Lux Clock, where 
his Uncle ERNST MUELLER worked. He also 
worked for the Timex Corporation in Middlebuiy, Con¬ 
necticut , where they lived until 1983. He also worked 
at South Dennisport, Massachusetts until 1994, when 
he retired and moved back to Wolcott, Connecticut. 

DICK MUELLER, now retired, is an avid 
hunter and fisherman, and continues to live at Wolcott, 
Connecticut. 


At a reunion in Watertown, Connecticut on May 15,1988, 
Dick Mueller stands at left, with Hazel Lee of Prattville, 
Alabama; Jim Lee’s daughter Beth Lee, then living in New 
Jersey; Lidwina Hummel’s grandson Bob Lee of Prattville, 
Alabama, and Dick Mueller’s wife Pat Mueller at right. 
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Hedwig Muller 


the youngest child of ZAZILIA HUMM 
GOTTLIEB MUELLER, 



Hedwig Mueller and Fritz Ftickler, Wedding Portrait, 
Furtwangen, 1924 


HEDWIG MUELLER was first married to 
FRITZ FACKLER, who died in 1948. HEDWIG 
later rcmarried, to BILL STEWART. 

At the time of her marriage to FRITZ 
FACKLER, in 1924, she was 21 and he was 24. They 
immigrated from Germany to the United States in 



DELORES GALLULO, who died in 1963. After her 

THOMPSON. He adopted her son, THOMAS. 

From the marriage of BEN FACKLER and 
DELORES, four children were born: SUSAN 
FACKLER, MAELU FACKLER, PAM FACKLER 
and CAROL FACKLER. 

BEN FACKLER, who lived in Old Saybrook, 
Connecticut, died in 1986. His daughter SUSAN 
FACKLER is married and has one daughter, 
PAULINE. 
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In 1946, Fritz Fackler and Hedwig Muller pose with their 
son, Ben Fackler, who was then an ensign in the United 
States Navy. Fritz Fackler only lived two more years, while 
Ben would live another 40 years, and Hedwig lived for an¬ 
other 51 years. Hedwig married Bill Stewart after the death 
of her first husband. 


Daughter MAILU FACKLER, formerly was 
married to JOHN and has two children, TARA and 
DAVID. MAILU lives in Miami, Florida, and son 
DAVID lives in New Hampshire. 

PAM FACKLER, who lives in Hamden, Con¬ 
necticut, is married to VINNIE ENGINGRO, and 
has two children, LEAH ENGINGRO and VINNIE 
ENGINGRO, JR. 

CAROL FACKLER is a registered nurse, and 
lives in Boston, Massachucetts. 


At left, a young Hedwig poses 
with her sister Frieda, perhaps 
in 1907. At right, Hedwig holds 
the sheet music while sister 
Frieda practices on the zither. 
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A Little Bit of Ancient History 

T HE inventive genius and craftsmanship of the 
people of the Black Forest is shown in many 
ways, from intricate clockworks to intricate wood- 
carvings. But recent discoveries in southwestern Ger¬ 
many suggest that craftsmen were at work here thou¬ 
sands of years before the dawn of civilization. 

In an article first published in The New York 
Times in December, 2003,!writer John Noble Wilford 
reports on the discovery of three small figurines carved 
from mammoth tusks in a cave in the Swabian Moun¬ 
tains near Ulm. These carvings, each less than an inch 
long, are estimated to be 30,000 years old. 

“The discoverer, Dr. Nicholas J. Conard, an ar¬ 
chaeologist at the University of Tubingen in Germany, 
said the sculptures ‘belong to one of the oldest tradi¬ 
tions of figurative art known worldwwide,’ and that 
they point to the region of‘the Upper Danube River as 
‘an important center of cultural innovation 5 during the 
Late Stone Age, also known as the Upper Paleolithic,” 
the article states. 

These figurines join a collection of more than 20 
similar ivory figurines found in recent years at sites in 
the Swabian Mountains, southwest of Ulm. 

Tire article specul ates that the figurines were made 
at about the same time that colorful drawings of horses, 
lions and mammoths were made in the Grotte Chauvet 
in nearby France, by CrojMagnon people. 

Dr. Conard suggested that the Swabian figurines 
were produced by modem humans and not by Nean¬ 
derthals. Neanderthals still lived in Europe at this time. 


Another archaeologist, Dr. Anthony Sinclair of 
the University of Liverpool, said: “Without question, 
they are the oldest body of figurative art in the world— 
pieces that show a coherant set of manufacturing tech¬ 
niques and themes for representation ” 

The find was discovered in the Hohle Fels cave 
in the Swabian Jura, about 100 miles from Furtwangen. 
Jura is a limestone formation, ideal for the formation 
of caves. It is reasonable to speculate that these early 
Cro-Magnon people would have explored the head¬ 
waters of the Danube, or Donau as it is known in Ger¬ 
many. 



The Danube begins at a spring called the 
Donauquelle, or Donau Spring, the source of the 
Danube, for its 1,750-mile journey to the Black Sea 
on the coast of Romania.. The Donauquelle is about 
five miles above Furtwangen, at the upper end of 
Katzensteig Strasse , the street on which the former 


He added, “the evidence suggests an early migration Hummel house is located in Furtwangen. 
of modem humans along the Danube Corridor into 
the interior of the continent. 


ser did everything possible to make my visit to 
Furtwangen a pleasant one I also wish to thank 
Veronika Wenger, who also shared memories and 


_ J.._ J. . 

I 'N addition to sharing their knowledge, time and ishing the early owners of the Neukirch farms and 
/family pictures. Ethild Schlagetcrand Manfred Kan thus took our family history back to Klaus Rombach 
ser did everything possible to make my visit to in 1480. Tom Walters, of Kansas City, Missouri, helped 
Furtwangen a pleasant one. I also wish to thank immensely with the descendants of Florentinus 
Veronika Wenger, who also shared memories and Hummel. Dr. Ludger Beckmann, City Archivist of 
Until) pictures. Markus Hummel of Giitenbach, Furtwangen, helped in researching the family of 
kindly researched the family of'his great-grandfather, Balbina Langenbach. Mrs. Cecilia Mueller 
August Hummel. David Dale, a descendant of the MacSwccney and her daughter Laura provided the 
Fuller Family of Neukirch, was most helpful in cstab- data and pictures for the Connecticut branch: 
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1 CLOSE-UP of the City Hail cupola' shows the huge clock face with its 
Soman numbers, the gilded dome, and the kingsiae weather vane with the 


imblematic water wheel. 

t<> the effects of temperature 
,/C^riations. 

... VXr, Mueller, explaining the 
Kfctions of the master clock, 
a minted to a night chime cut* 
V^-f switch, which is similar, 
said, to the one control-* 
\ t v\*g the St, John’s church, 
jhetis so that the ringing may 
^ suspended during the eve- 
i-Jpg and night hours if de- 

hnce 1951 the docks have 


been on a regularly sched¬ 
uled maintenance program, 
for years previous were re¬ 
paired and attended period¬ 
ically so that they -were more 
or less inaccurate. Since Mr-. 
Mueller took over, he notes 
with pride that they are rare¬ 
ly , off more than a fraction, 
of a minute or so, ^Actual¬ 
ly,” he said, “the hands of 
every clock are moved every 


half minute, that's how this 
system, which is as -you know 
a very old one, works. The 
new electric type clocks are 
quite different from this set¬ 
up here.” 

It's been four decades since 
the City Hall chimes have 
rung out, and from the looks 
of them, now, unless there is 
a complete rehabilitation pro¬ 
gram, folks won’t he hearing 
them for a long time to come. 
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Who’s Who in the Lee Family 


Front Row: Emily Borst (Beth’s daughter), Katherine Parr (Gina’s daughter), Jim Lee, Lisa Borst 
(Beth’s daughter). 

Middle Row (seated): Alex Jacobs (Mamie’s son), Etta Johnson (Jim’s first wife and mother of 
their children), Mamie Jacobs (daughter), Barbara Lee (son Don’s wife), Don Lee (son), Jimmy 
Lee (Don’s son), Samantha Jacobs (Mamie’s younger daughter), Laura Jacobs (Mamie’s older 
daughter.) 

Standing: Gina Parr (daughter), her husband Rex Parr, Beth Borst (daughter), standing behind is 
Charlie Borst (Beth’s husband), and Phillip Jacobs (Mamie’s husband.) 

Missing: Christina Lee (Don’s daughter), John Lee (Don’s older son), Adam Parr (Gina’s son) 
Hattie Lee (Jim’s wife). 

Gina Lee Parr (Special Education Teacher, Manassas, VA) 

Rex Parr (Director, Didlake Occupational Therapy Center, Manassas, VA. 

Charlie Borst (Director of Photography, Free-Lance Star News, Fredericksburg, VA). 

Beth Lee Borst (temporarily a housewife, Fredericksburg, VA.) 

Phil Jacobs (Television News Cameraman, NBC, Washington, DC) 

Alex Jacobs (High School Student, Bethesda, MD) 

Etta Johnson (Retired Special Education Teacher and Author, Vienna, VA) 

Mamie Lee Jacobs (School Secretary, Bethesda, MD) 

Barbara Cole Lee (Special Events Planner, Alexandria, VA) 

Don Lee (Television News Cameraman, CBS, Washington, DC) 

Jimmy Lee (Middle School Student, Alexandria, VA) 

Samantha Jacobs (Middle School Student, Bethesda, MD) 

Laura Jacobs (Freshman, East Carolina University, Greenville, NC) 

Emily Borst (Elementary School Student, Fredericksburg, VA) 

Katherine Parr (Freshman, Radford College, Radford, VA) 

Jim Lee (Retired, Nags Head, NC) 

Lisa Borst (Elementary School Student, Fredericksburg, VA) 

Christina Lee (Junior, Agnes Scott College, Atlanta, GA) 

John Lee (Freshman, Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA) 

Adam Parr (Senior, East Carolina University, Greenville, NC and International 
Student at University of Brisbane, Brisbane, Australia.) 

Hattie Lee (Retired store manager. Nags Head, NC) 









Who’s Who in Jim’s Other Family 

Marcus J. (Bucky) Trujillo, Retired Commercial Fishing Captain, Norfolk, VA 

Cynthia Trujillo (Johnny's wife), Dog Groomer, Grandy, NC 

Hannah Mae Trujillo (now age 2), Grandy, NC 

Johnny Trujillo, Retired Commercial Fisherman, Grandy, NC 

Hattie Lee (Jim's wife), Retired Store Manager, Nags Head, NC 

Jim Lee, Retired Photographer, Nags Head, NC 


Missing: Patti Tarpenning (Hattie’s daughter), Retired Editor 

Bill Tarpenning (Patti's husband), Retired Chief, Division of Photography, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, DC 
Honor Tarpenning (Patti’s daughter), Freshman, East Carolina University 
Peter Tarpenning, (Patti’s son) College Student, Annapolis, MD 
Chris Trujillo (Hattie’s grandson, Long Island, New York) 



